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Upcoming Events 

Spread Holiday Sweetness! 

Let’s spread some holiday cheer for all the people that we hold dear. 

This is one of our yearly events that merely costs you 50 cents.  

Send a positive message on a candy cane treat to express how they are wonderful and sweet. 

All proceeds go to help our school so that we can continue to do things that are cool. 

The 5/6/7 Grade Center will be holding their annual “gift of giving” event that encourages our students 

to send positive messages to classmates.  

5/6th  Grade sale can purchase during homeroom in the lobby from 12/13-19. 

7th  Grade sale can purchase during lunch from 12/6-12. 

5th/6th/7th Grade Holiday Concerts Announced 

The Spring-Ford Intermediate/Middle School proudly presents the talents of the Band, Chorus, and 

Orchestra members in the annual Holiday Concert series.  Under the direction of Mr. Hoinowski, Mrs. 

Koss, Mrs. Seislove, Miss Jennings, Mr. Cifelli, Mrs. Baisch and Mrs. Katzianer the 5th, 6th, and 7th  

grade students participating in Band, Chorus, and Orchestra will showcase traditional songs of the 

season as well as “new and improved” songs that you are sure to enjoy.  The 5th and 6th grade concerts 

will be held in the cafeteria and will begin at 7:00pm.  The 5th grade concert is scheduled to be held on Monday, December 

11, 2017 and 6th grade will be held on Wednesday, December 13, 2017.  The 7th grade concert will be held in the High 

School Auditorium on Tuesday, December 5, 2017 beginning at 7:00pm.  If your child is involved in one of these extra-

curricular activities, more specific information will be sent home closer to “show time”. 

12/5 MS Winter Concert, 7:00pm 

12/11 5th Grade Winter Concert 7:00 

12/13 6th Grade Winter Concert 7:00 

12/15 MS Winter Play, 7:00pm 

12/18 ALICE Barricade Drill 

12/21 Outsider’s Day, 7th grade 

12/22 5/6 Classroom Celebrations 

12/25-1/1 Winter Vacation—No School 

Mrs. Jen Rinehimer, 5th Grade Principal 

Dr. Kathie Kotch, 6th Grade Principal 

Students to Participate in the Hour of Code 

The Hour of Code started as an one-hour 

introduction to computer science, designed to 

demystify "code", to show that anybody can 

learn the basics, and to broaden participa-

tion in the field of computer science. It has 

since become a worldwide effort to celebrate 

computer science, starting with an 1-hour coding activity. During 

the month of December, students will be participating in this initia-

tive by visiting a computer lab and completing a “code” program.   

Calling All Bakers…... 

On December 21st is your opportunity to say “Happy Holidays” and “thank you” to your child’s teacher 

through their stomachs.  Please send in or drop off cookies to be included in a cookie buffet.  If you 

have any questions please reach out to your Home & School.  Thank you! 
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Multicultural Thanksgiving Dinner 

and “Mapping your Heritage” 

In an effort to welcome our newest families and promote a 

greater awareness and appreciation among our 5th and 

6th grade students for the different cultures in our Spring-

Ford community, we hosted the Multicultural Thanksgiv-

ing Dinner on Friday, 11/17.  We are optimistic that this 

event will continue to foster a greater respect for cultural 

differences.  Families were asked to prepare a dish signifi-

cant to their culture and country of origin.  Students had 

the opportunity to then find the country on a World Map.  

The event was very well attended and a good time was had 

by all. 

5th and 6th Grade Students 

Salute Veterans 

On Friday, November 10th, the 5th and 6th grade stu-

dent body recognized veterans during an assembly.  

Parents, grandparents, siblings, and aunts/uncles of 

students joined us for an hour of thanks giving and 

recognition for their service to our country.  Guests 

were personally acknowledged with a brief history of 

their tours and accomplishments, the faculty band 

played each branch’s service song, students recited po-

ems, and a Veteran’s Day video was shown.   
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Kids in the Kitchen 

Butter, sugar, salt and more… there are so many ingredients to explore. 

Our new club Kids in the Kitchen has students whipping up food while having fun!   

The students are learning to read recipes, measure ingredients, prepare food, and cook in the oven and on the stove.  

They are even doing dishes and cleaning up!   

You will soon see, in no time they will be cooking up dinner for the whole family!  
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The Explorer team welcomes Maura Finnegan the new 5th grade learning 

support teacher, taking over for Nikki Wake.  Ms. Finnegan attended 

Archbishop Carroll High School.  After graduation she went onto Alver-

nia University where she graduated with an Elementary and Special Edu-

cation Teaching degree. She has spent the last five years teaching as a 

learning support teacher and she is thrilled to be joining the Spring Ford 

School District community.   

 

The Explorers also welcome Katelyn Loveland as a 5th grade learning 

support teacher. She has her Master’s in special education from Penn 

State and has 5 years teaching experience in both public and private set-

tings. She is excited to begin a new chapter at Spring-Ford Intermediate! 

Welcome to New 5th Grade Staff 

Letter from Mrs. Rinehimer 

Hello 5th Grade Students, Parents, Guardians, and Families, 

I am hoping that everyone had a relaxing and enjoyable 

Thanksgiving.  The next few weeks of the year are exciting in a 

school.  The students are preparing for concerts and athletic 

events as well as anticipating another break from academics.  

Motivation before a Holiday or vacation can be challenging for 

adults and students.  Here are some tips for home:   

1. Keep to your regular schedule and routine as much as pos-

sible.  This makes it easier to stay on track. Allowing your 

child to pick which homework assignment gets done first 

or how many breaks they take will provide choice while 

still maintaining a schedule.  2. 

2. If your child is procrastinating or whining about doing 

their work, set a timer and leave the room.  The timer 

gives them a concrete goal and by leaving the room you 

eliminate the audience.   

3. If your child is daydreaming or dragging their feet doing 

their homework, suggest a change of scenery (do home-

work in a different room) that will help give some motiva-

tion.   

4. Finally, don’t forget to exercise. Exercising releases the 

“feel good” chemicals, reduces stress and anxiety and 

keeps you healthy.   

Warmly, 

Jennifer Rinehimer 

Lesson Learned 

The following are just some of the topics being covered in each of the 4 

major subject areas: 

 

ELA- Students are finishing up a fictional piece on characterization and 

are headed into reading historical fiction and informational text for the 

remainder of December. We are also busy preparing to draft, edit, and 

publish our informational papers. In addition, we will be continuing our 

spelling and grammar lessons. 

SOCIAL STUDIES- Students have finished up our study of the Southern 

Colonies and are now researching the New England Colonies. We are 

focusing on the beliefs of the Puritan people and their way of life. After 

this section, we will move into the Middle Colonies.  

 

MATH- Students are wrapping up division with 2 digit divisors and mov-

ing into unit 5, adding and subtracting with decimals. 

 

SCIENCE –Students finished up Unit 4, Ecosystems, Communities, and 

Biomes and will be working on Unit 5, populations in ecosystems.  
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Letter from Dr. Kotch 

This year is flying by as we are already in 

the midst of shopping sprees, decorating, 

and creating more lists than ever before!  

My wish for you and your family is that you will find 

the moments that make you many memories with your 

family and friends ~ filled with fun and relaxation.  In 

the meantime, we have concerts, projects and units to 

complete and lots to do before we close our doors on 

Friday, December 22nd…as always, I appreciate your 

continued support as we enter into 2018! 

Warmest regards, 

Kathie Kotch, Ed.D. 

Catching Up on 6th Grade Classwork 

In reading we are currently studying generalizing and drawing 

conclusions.  The students are taught to use the textual evi-

dence and their schema to accurately draw conclusions and 

make generalizations.  In grammar we just finished a very 

challenging study on direct and indirect objects, which also in-

cluded work with transitive and intransitive verbs.  In writing, 

we are working on argumentative writing.  Students are ex-

pected to read two articles of differing opinions on a specific top-

ic.  The students then develop a claim based on their own prefer-

ence regarding the topic. Finally, they are expected to support 

their claim with information from the text.   

The math classrooms are busy multiplying and dividing frac-

tions and mixed numbers, but the holiday decorating is not be-

ing lost as some classes are creating math vocabulary posters!  

Social studies has our students traveling back to Ancient 

Egypt as they are introduced to social classes, religion, customs 

and beliefs in the afterlife, as well as the importance of the Nile 

River Valley to the development of the civilization. 

Our science lessons are delving into the following areas: 

 The sun, earth and moon, solar/lunar eclipses, revolution 

and rotation, seasons and constellations. 

 Modern, Linnaean-inspired, taxonomies for classifying life. 

 Weather including the layers of the atmosphere, cloud 

types, weather instruments and forecasting, planetary wind 

belts, ocean currents, El Nino, greenhouse effect, global 

warming and major storms. 

 Identifying parts of the cell and functions, how diseases 

affect cells and various methods to combat diseases, cells 

working together to create organs and organs working to-

gether to create organ systems, parts, functions and proper 

usage of compound light microscopes. 

Counseling Corner 

Mrs. O’Drain and Mrs. Noecker conduct lessons 

throughout the school year with students covering both 

pro-social and classroom habits. They recently focused 

on improving study skills and are next moving on to 

the area of communication. These lessons are both 

meaningful and engaging, as they will assist your child 

as he or she travels through the grades. 

Health News 

Our nurses, Mrs. Eddinger and Mrs. Was-

ko, would like to remind EVERYONE that 

the #1 way to stay healthy this season is by 

using good handwashing techniques fre-

quently throughout the day! Also, students must be 

fever-free for 24 hours prior to returning to 

school…and finally, all 6th Grade PHYSICALS must be 

dated after 6/30/16 and turned into the Nurses Office 

as soon as possible! 

Warm Wooly Winter Collection Needs Your Support 

From December 11th through December 20th, the 5th/6th Grade Center’s Builders Club 

will be conducting Warm Wooly Winter Collection.  Students can bring in “warm woolies” 

to put on, under, or around  the donation tree in the 5/6 school’s main lobby. Donated items 

may include NEW socks, gloves, hats, mittens, earmuffs, scarves, boots, coats, slippers, etc.  

All donations will be delivered to Project Outreach of  Royersford and Spring City, then 

distributed to local families in need.  Won’t you help keep others warm this winter? 
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I want to tell you what a great start it has been for your chil-

dren this year.  I have been so very impressed with the way 

that many of them have approached their studies this year 

and how they have really begun to bond as a class.  While we 

still have many ways to grow, and continue to improve; I just 

want to tell you how grateful I am to have your children in 

this class and look forward to the great things that they are 

going to do the rest of this year and beyond.  I hope that each 

family has a great holiday and winter break and that the 

time off allows all of you to get some rest and spend some 

time with those you care about most. 

Message from the Principal 

Turkiest Teacher goes to… 

Mr. Ridgeway 

The Spring-Ford 7th Grade Center’s Student Council 

recently held its 18th Annual Turkiest Teacher Con-

test.  The 2017 edition of the contest was a huge suc-

cess and raised nearly $900 to be donated to Project 

Outreach in Royersford.  The students and faculty 

were very generous with their donations.  Fun was had 

by all as many students and teachers campaigned for 

their favorite candidate to win the contest.  Over the 

last two days of the contest, Social Studies teacher Mr. 

D’Orazio and English Teacher Mr. Ridgeway were in a 

tight battle for the win.  An incredible last day pushed 

Mr. Ridgeway to victory as he re-claimed his title of 

Turkiest Teacher that he previously held in 2004 and 

2013.  Handing over the turkey hat and trophy to Mr. 

Ridgeway this year was Science teacher Mr. Rendick, 

who had previously held the title from 2016 as well as 

2011 and 2012.   

 

 

 

 

 

School Climate Trip To Easton 

Middle School 

On Wednesday, November 8th, a group of ten 7th graders, 

along with some 8th graders and high school students went 

on a day long trip to learn about ways to positively impact 

school climate and make the 7th Grade Center (and their 

class for the next six years) a more welcoming place for all 

students.  The positive impact that activities, planned com-

munication that reaches out to all students, and building 

character that draws people closer to one another were all 

topics that were discussed.  More information will be shared 

with the student body over the coming weeks. 

Builder’s Club 

For the month of December through January15th stu-

dents and parents can donate hotel or small travel size 

toiletry items to benefit the fine folks at the Coatesville 

VA Center. Care packages will be sent to the center 

toward the end of January. With your help builders 

club plans on donating a generous amount of items to 

show support of our wonderful veterans. Drop off loca-

tions will be located in the main lobby of the 7th grade 

center and downstairs in room E101. Thanks for your 

help with our project. 


