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Advanced Placement© English Language and Composition – 
Summer Reading Assignments 

 
The following are required assignments for all Advanced Placement English Language and 
Composition students. 
 
Assignment #1 Text - In Cold Blood by Truman Capote   

 

In Cold Blood was a groundbreaking work when released in 1966.  Within his work, Truman Capote 

contributed to a style of writing in which the reporter gets so far inside the subject, becomes so familiar, 

that he projects events and conversations as if he were really there.  Capote combined painstaking 

research with a narrative feel to produce one of the most spellbinding stories ever put on the page.  

Two criminals in western Kansas are out to make the heist of their lives, but when things do not go as 

planned, the robbery turns ugly.  From there, the book is a real-life look into murder, prison, and the 

criminal mind. (Amazon.com description) 

 
Assignment1:   

As you read, keep a TYPED dialectical journal for In Cold Blood. A dialectical journal consists of two 

columns. On the left, you must list quotations from the text. Include the page number in parentheses. 

On the right, you must give your response to the quotations. The response should include an 

awareness of what is “remarkable” about the passage. In other words, why does this passage stand 

out? How does the writer use diction (word choice), figurative language, syntax (sentence structure), 

tone, symbolism, characterization, or any other device you might observe in order to convey meaning 

and theme? You might also raise questions about the text or react to something the author suggests. DO 

NOT merely summarize the text.   

 

 

In Cold Blood is divided into four sections: “The Last to See Them Alive,” “Persons Unknown,” 

“Answer,” and “The Corner.” You must have FIVE quotations from each section, for a total of 20; your 

responses should be substantial analyses of the quotations, approximately 50 words for each response. 

Label your dialectical journal so that it is clear from which section each quote is taken and be sure to 

cite each quote properly (per MLA handbook). 

 
Please DO NOT consult any outside sources for your analysis; we need to be able to determine what 

you are responding to and how you are able to analyze a text. 
   
 
 
*Graphic organizer templates are provided for your use (see following Resources). You may also type or neatly 
hand-write your dialectical journal if you wish.  

 

 

                                                           
1 This assignment aligns with PA Core Standards 1.4.11 B, D, E, and F. 
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Assignment # 2 Text – One* of the following non-fiction works (student choice) 

      

The Fire Next Time – James Baldwin 

Slouching toward Bethlehem – Joan Didion 

Silent Spring – Rachel Carson 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks – Rebecca Skloot 

The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference – Malcolm Gladwell 

Outliers: The Story of Success – Malcolm Gladwell 

This Boy’s Life – Tobias Wolff 

Stiff: The Curious Life of Human Cadavers – Mary Roach 

The Cheating Culture: Why More Americans are Doing Wrong to Get Ahead – David Callahan 

The Overachievers: The Secret Lives of Driven Kids – Alexandra Robbin 

The Right Stuff – Tom Wolfe 

Wonderland: How Play Made the Modern World – Steven Johnson 

Weaponized Lies: How to Think Critically in the Post-Truth Era – Daniel J. Levitin 

Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-American Meal – Eric Schlosser 

The Residence: Inside the Private World of the White House – Kate Anderson Brower 

Shoot Like a Girl: One Woman's Dramatic Fight in Afghanistan and on the Home Front – M.J. Hegar 

Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black Women Mathematicians Who 

Helped Win the Space Race – Margot Lee Shetterly 

Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can’t Stop Talking - Susan Cain 

unSpun: Finding Facts in a World of Disinformation - Brooks Jackson & Kathleen Hall Jamieson 

Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death, and Brain Surgery - Dr. Henry Marsh 

 

Assignment2: Close reading and annotation   

We suggest that you use sticky notes to mark any quotes, ideas, diction, syntax, and tonal qualities you 

might use to help you prepare to write an in-class rhetorical analysis or argument essay regarding this 

book. Before you decide which of the following books to read, look up their descriptions so you have a 

better idea of what to expect from your reading experience.   

 

*You can find these titles at most book stores. Locally, Towne Book Center (located in the Wegmans shopping 

center) may have the titles in stock for your perusal and subsequent purchase.  Of course, you may buy new and 

used books online as well.   

                                                           
2 This assignment aligns with PA Core Standards 1.2.11 A, B, C, D, E, and F. 
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Assignment #3 Text- A Documentary3 (These abound on Netflix, Hulu, Amazon Prime, On Demand, 

etc. – even YouTube!)  Choose a topic or issue that interests you or this could be a painful assignment. 

Your assignment is to view the documentary and “read” it as a text; then, answer the following 

questions in 1-2 typed, double-spaced pages:  

 
1. Who or what is the subject of the documentary?  

2. What is the occasion?  

3. Who do you believe is the intended, or target, audience?   

4. What is the purpose for the documentary?   

5. Who is the speaker, narrator or persona “talking to/informing” you?   

6. What is the tone of the film?    

 
Recommended Resources and Texts: 
  

1. We suggest you get a copy of the MLA Handbook for Writers, 7th Edition or a concise/pocket 
MLA style guide of your choosing.  

 
2. We strongly encourage you to begin reading a weekly or daily news source on a regular 

basis.  Much of this course is designed to help you analyze and construct arguments, therefore, 
you should be engaging in some of the dialogue taking place in the world.  A daily newspaper 
is sufficient, but we highly recommend that you begin reading one or more of the following:   

• The Globe and Mail (Canadian newspaper)  
• Harper’s 
• The New York Times* (US newspaper)  
• The Washington Post* (US newspaper)  
• The Guardian* (UK newspaper) 
• Maclean’s (Canadian news magazine)  
• The Economist (UK news magazine)  
• Time (US news magazine)  
• The New Yorker (US ideas magazine)  
• Newsweek 
• The Atlantic (US ideas magazine) or Atlantic Online  
• The Walrus (Canadian ideas magazine)  
• Salon.com (online ideas magazine)  
• Slate.com (online ideas magazine) 
• Arts and Letters Daily (ALDaily.com –online compilation of items from around the 
English-speaking world) 

*Pay close attention to “Op Ed” pieces! 
 

3. Watch the news – from all “sides” – not just CNN or Fox News.  Identify bias as you follow 
tweets and read all shared stories and links on Facebook and social media this summer. Each 
one contains tone and bias, from emotion-filled “fluff” to “in-your-face” blatant sarcasm.  

                                                           
3 This assignment aligns with PA Core Standards 1.2.11. A, E, and G 
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Just to recap – 
You will be working closely with two print texts and one documentary over the summer:  In Cold Blood, 
one additional non-fiction selection of your choice (from the provided list), and your choice of *any 
documentary available to you.   
 

1. In Cold Blood – Read, annotate, and complete a dialectical journal 
2. Student Choice Non-Fiction Book – Closely read and annotate in preparation for a timed 

rhetorical analysis or argument essay (likely) on the 2nd day - the first full day of the school 
year. 

3. Documentary – View, take notes, and respond to the six questions (SOAPSTone) in a 1-2 page 
typed paper. 

 
*Current event, history, social issue, court case/legal issue, etc. If you question the integrity of your 
choice, then we likely will, too. A goal of the APELC course is for you to become a globally aware 
citizen. Choose a documentary to help you on your journey of becoming just that.  
 

All work is due on the first day of school.  No exceptions.  
 
E-mail us with any questions at rbarn@spring-ford.net  or jfari@spring-ford.net.  Have a wonderful 
summer and be safe! We look forward to meeting and working with you in August! 
 
 
Happy Reading and Writing, 
 
Mrs. Barnett and Mrs. Farischon 
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