
Spring-Ford Senior High School  
English 11: Honors American Literature 

Summer Reading 2017 
Dear English 11 Honors students, 
 
When we convene in August, we’ll begin our study of American Literature. The course for which you 
signed up is described as follows:  
 

026 English 11: Honors American Literature - This accelerated-paced survey course explores, in-depth, the 
development of a uniquely American body of literature through close reading of novels, short stories, drama, poetry 
and historical documents. Literary works are examined in the cultural, philosophical and political climates in which 
they were created. Students are required to read independently, analyze and interpret a variety of texts, write in various 
modes, participate in class discussions, and complete inquiry-based project learning (both individually and 
collaboratively) to extend and refine skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening. Students must prepare to spend 
time daily on reading and writing homework in this course.  

 
Why must we start reading The Scarlet Letter over the summer? 
Have you ever felt ostracized? Have you been punished for doing something wrong that, at heart, you 
didn’t believe was wrong? Is maintaining integrity greater than being powerful? The Scarlet Letter is a 
seminal American story. At its center is Hester Prynne, a woman ahead of her time. Author Nathaniel 
Hawthorne grapples with his own guilt1 while depicting archetypal characters living in a seemingly simple 
society whose hypocrisy, jealousy, vengeance, and passion intersect, and truth gets caught in the cross-
hairs.  
 

1. We ask that you closely read “The Custom House” and the first five (5) chapters of The Scarlet 
Letter so we can begin the year on common ground and start our class discussions the very first 
week of school.  

2. The “Chapter–by–Chapter Questions for The Scarlet Letter” serve as your guide to check for 
understanding and also highlight key terms (literary and vocabulary) with which you should 
become familiar. Answer the questions fully; include commentary whenever appropriate. The 
caliber of your responses should be commensurate with your ability.  

 
Copies of The Scarlet Letter are available to borrow from the English department. See Mrs. Farischon in 
Room 261 for more information after school. If you have questions, please email jfari@spring-ford.net. 
 
PA Core Standards Addressed in this Assignment 
 
1.3.11.B: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences and 
conclusions based on an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs about a subject. 

1.3.11.D: Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  

1.4.11.S: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research, applying grade level 
reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction. 

                                                           
1
 Hawthorne is a direct descendant of Justice John Hathorne, a chief interrogator in the Salem Witch Trials of 1692, and of Major William 

Hathorne, a bitter persecutor of Quakers. It is said that Nathaniel added the “w” to his surname (Hathorne -> Hawthorne) to dissociate 
from his ancestors.  
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