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 203. COMMUNICABLE DISEASES AND IMMUNIZATION 

 
  
SC 1303a 
(a) 
Title 28 
Sec. 23.84 
 

  In order to safeguard the school community from the spread of certain 
communicable diseases, including Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), 
the Board requires the following procedures to be used. 
 

 A. Immunization 
 

1.Purpose 
 

  All students shall be immunized against certain diseases in accordance with 
Pennsylvania statutes, unless specifically exempt for religious or medical reasons. 
 

2.Authority 
SC 1303a 
(a) 
 

  No student shall be admitted to school for the first time who has not been 
immunized against such diseases as are enumerated by the Advisory Health Board 
and in the manner directed by the Secretary of Health. These diseases are listed in 
the student handbooks, subject to annual review. 
 

SC 1303a 
(a) 
 

  The implementation of this policy shall be the responsibility of the Superintendent 
or the Assistant Superintendent and the building principal of each school building in 
the district, who shall be subject to the sanctions of law for violation of the State 
statute for immunization of pupils. 
 

 A child shall be exempt from the requirements for immunization whose parent or 
guardian objects in writing to such immunization for religious grounds or whose 
physician certifies that the child's physical condition contraindicates immunization. 
 

3.Responsibility 
Title 28 
Sec. 23.83 
 

  The Superintendent shall annually review the State standards for immunization of 
pupils and direct the responsible district personnel accordingly; inform parents and 
guardians of children prior to their entry to school for the first time of the 
requirements of immunization, the requisite proof of immunization, the exemption 
available for religious or medical reasons and the means by which such exemptions 
may be claimed; and investigate and recommend to the Board such district-
sponsored programs of immunization as may from time to time be warranted by 
circumstances and the health is subject to Board approval. 
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 B. Health Records 
 

SC 1402 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
 

  The District shall require that prior to admission to school for the first time that the 
parent(s) or guardian shall complete a medical history report form which shall 
include information regarding known communicable diseases. The nurse or school 
physician may use such reports to advise the parent of the need for further medical 
care as set forth in Policy No. 209. 
 

Title 28 
Sec. 27.2 
27.23 
 

  The school nurse(s) shall report the presence of suspected communicable diseases 
to the appropriate local health authority as required by the Department of Health. 
 

SC 1409 
 

  All health records shall be confidential and their contents shall be divulged only 
when necessary for the health of the child or at the request of the parent or guardian 
to a physician. 
 

Title 22 
Sec. 23.85 
 

  As part of the health record, a certificate of immunization for each child enrolled 
shall be maintained as established by the Pennsylvania Department of Health. 
 

 The district may require that the parents or guardian complete a medical history 
report form which shall include information regarding known communicable 
diseases. 
 

 The Board shall require that the medical history information submitted with health 
and dental examinations required under Policy209 "Health Examinations" be 
periodically revised to include recent medical advice as to communicable diseases. 
 

 C. Attendance 
 

 The following policy shall supplement the Board's Policy No. 204 on student 
attendance by establishing guidelines for the attendance of students with 
communicable diseases. 
 

4.Authority 
 

  The Board authorizes that students who have been diagnosed by a physician or are 
suspected of having the disease by the school nurse shall be excluded from school 
for the period indicated by regulations of the Department of Health for certain 
specified diseases and infectious conditions. 
 

5.Procedure 
 

  Students who have been diagnosed by a physician as being absent due to a 
communicable disease not specifically listed by the Department of Health or who 
have been diagnosed as a carrier of such disease may be excluded for the protection 
of the school community under the following procedures. 
 

 Consistent with the right to a free public school education, and the obligation to 
protect the health and welfare of its clientele, the Spring-Ford Area School District 
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establishes this policy and related procedures pertaining to the attendance, 
admission, or exclusion of children known to be infected with human T-
lymphotropic virus type III/lymphadenopathy associated virus (including children 
diagnosed as having AIDS). The purposes of the policy and procedures are to: 
 

 1.  Provide the Board with information and/or recommendations based on the 
particulars of each case. 

 
 2.  Assure confidentiality of pupil records and to be sensitive to the needs of the 

infected child. 
 

 3.  Ascertain that all educational options for the child have been examined. 
 

 4.  Offer the Board recommendations based on medical knowledge and expertise 
prevailing at the time of decision. 

 
 The Board further directs that it shall be a responsibility of the Assistant 

Superintendent for Instruction to implement the procedures and assemble the data 
required for presentation to the Board at the time a recommendation concerning 
school attendance is presented by the Superintendent. 
 

 The following procedures are to be implemented immediately upon receipt of 
knowledge by the District that a child is infected with human T-lymphotropic virus 
type III/lymphadenopathy-associated virus (including children diagnosed as having 
AIDS): 
 

 1.  The school physician will be directed to seek medical confirmation from the 
attending physician or to examine the child and perform such tests as are 
required to make a diagnosis. 

 
 2.  An infected student will immediately be certified by the District as eligible for 

homebound instruction while the case is being investigated to determine the most 
appropriate educational placement. 

 
 3.  The Pennsylvania Department of Health shall be consulted. Specifically, the 

Department is to be given the particulars of the case and the written advice of the 
Department is to be requested. 

 
 4.  The guidelines issued by the Center for Disease Control (or other such agency 

recommended by the Pennsylvania Departments of Health and Education) 
pertaining to children infected with human T-lymphotropic virus type 
III/lymphadenopathy associated virus (including children diagnosed as having 
AIDS) -current at the time the decision is to be made -are to be reviewed and a 
summary report containing details relevant to the case is to be prepared. 
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 5.  Each case is to be evaluated by an advisory medical review board consisting of at 
least three (3) of the following: the school physician, the student's physician, a 
physician on the staff of the Pennsylvania Department of Health, and one or 
more physicians in private practice. The written recommendation of the advisory 
panel will be based on an evaluation of medical risks to the student, other 
students, and school employees. 

 
 6.  After the aforementioned reports have been received and reviewed, the Assistant 

Superintendent, Director of Special Services, and principal shall examine all 
educational options that are available and prepare a written recommendation to 
the Superintendent. These options would include, but are not limited to: 

 
 a. normal school attendance  

 
 b. change of assignment within the school district 

 
 c. classification as handicapped student  

 
 d. classification as exceptional student in need of special education  

 
 e. continuation of homebound instruction  

 
 f. excusal from school upon parental request 

 
 g. exclusion from school for health reasons 

 
 h. exclusion from school for reasons other than health 

 
 7.  The District solicitor is to be consulted by the Assistant Superintendent. The 

solicitor shall review the written reports and provide a written opinion attesting 
to the legality of the proposed course of action. 

 
 8.  All professional employees knowledgeable about the child, the infection, and the 

decision to be made are to be reminded of the sensitivity of the matter and their 
legal obligation to preserve confidentiality. 

 
 The Assistant Superintendent for Instruction and the Superintendent will review all 

of the material prior to making recommendations to the Board. Those particulars of 
the case which can be released without impinging on the obligation of 
confidentiality shall, on request, be shared with the Board. 
 

School Code 
1303a.(a) 
(b) 
1402, 1409 
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PA Code  
Title 28 
Sec. 23.81, 
23.83, 
23.84, 
23.85, 
27.2, 
27.23, 
27.71, 
27.75 
 

 

  
 
 


