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Upper Providence Elementary School Donates Edible Classroom Produce
Upper Providence Elementary School families aren’t just growing vegetables in the edible classroom. They contributed over 180 pounds of vegetables from the edible garden to under-privileged families in the community. The school donated most of the fresh vegetables, edible roots and fruits the staff and families harvested for the 2013 growing season to Project Outreach in Royersford.

“Giving back to our community provides access to healthy fruits and vegetables for those that might not get it otherwise,” Principal Melissa Patschke said. “Our children are educated on healthy eating and our families practice it at home. In turn, we are doing a service project for the local community that not only teaches our students about their food, but helps others eat healthy too.”
The school started its edible garden in the winter of 2012. It began as five garden beds, which yielded a little over 200 pounds of food. This year, the school increased the number of beds to eight and yielded over 100 pounds more food. This year the school community grew eggplant, tomatoes, peppers, peas, carrots, Swiss chard, garlic, potatoes and many more varieties of produce.

The edible classroom originally began with the help of Triskeles, which is a philanthropic organization that aims to bring more sustainability to communities. Triskeles provided all the materials necessary when the school decided to do the edible classroom, including the know-how to grow a garden. Upper Providence now maintains the garden and fundraises to purchase the plants each year.

“We’re committed to continuing the edible classroom as long as we can. As long as we have volunteers willing to help, we’ll continue it,” Patschke said. “It’s a huge commitment and it is truly based completely on volunteerism. Our staff and families have really embraced this.”

During the growing season, Upper Providence families deliver the food to Project Outreach, which then distributes it among local food pantries. All the food donated to Project Outreach stays in the local community.

Editors’ Note: For more information or to schedule an interview, contact Caitlin Burns at 215-884-6499.

Captions: UP edible classrm: Two students at Upper Providence Elementary School harvest vegetables from the edible classroom. The school donated over 180 pounds of produce from the garden to Project Outreach in Royersford.

UP edible classrm 2: A student at Upper Providence Elementary School cares for the plants in the edible classroom. The school donated over 180 pounds of produce from the garden to Project Outreach in Royersford.
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