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Upcoming Events 
10/8 5/6/7 Rally Point Walk to High School 

10/9 No School 

10/10 7th Grade Unity Day 

10/11 7th Grade Picture Day 

 Wear Blue & Gold 

10/14 In-Service Day 

10/15 5/6 Picture Day 

 5/6 Title I Meeting, 5:00 

10/23 5/6 Unity Day 

 Wear Orange 

10/24 Wear Red 

10/25 Wear hats and crazy socks 

10/28 Wear a sweatshirt 

10/29 Wear clothes with college logo 

10/30 Wear Blue & Gold 

10/31 5/6 Halloween Parties 

 Wear Orange & Black 

Unity Days 

Our program asks our students and staff who are willing to work on the very sensitive issues of bully-

ing, racism, sexism, alcohol and drug use, and mental health concerns. Unity Day is much more than a 

one day commitment. Staff and students must commit to ongoing support group meetings to implement 

the plans created at Unity Day. 

The greatest problems in our schools today are staff and students who are 

disconnected, lonely, and isolated. Throughout our Unity Day program we 

build connection, pro school bonding and genuine caring. We find that we 

are much more alike than we are different. We also come to a place where 

we respect and celebrate our differences. Throughout the day students and 

staff work in large and small group settings to teach each other and ad-

dress the deepest concerns in their school. We learn we are not alone. We 

create a unified community.  Thursday, 10/10 is 7th grade Unity Day and 

Wednesday, 10/23 is 5th/6th grade Unity Day. 

Safety Training 
During the month of September, were re-introduced to the ALICE program 

by Mrs. Nuneviller and their respective House Principals.  Students were 

given a brief overview, the “why” of the program, watched the ALICE video 

and participated in a question/answer session.  Rally points were discussed 

as being Upper Providence Elementary School and the 10-12 Grade Center.  

Each grade level took part in a Rally Point practice walk to Upper Provi-

dence Elementary School.  This month, everyone will take part in a Rally 

Walk to the 10-12 Grade Center as well.  During these times, classrooms 

will learn where their “special meeting places” are located.  Each classroom 

has also tried their hand at a barricade drill.  Please discuss the ALICE pro-

gram with your child, ask them what they remember and what they might 

do in different situations.  During the safety talks, students were also re-

minded about Ram Watch and Safe 2 Say Something.  Both of these are 

tools students can use to anonymously share concerns they may be experi-

encing regarding their friends. 



 

 

Classroom Celebrations are a special time for students, but can be a difficult time for stu-

dents with life-threatening food allergies.  In order to keep our school celebrations safe 

for all students, we ask that you please keep food treats to a minimum.  All food treats 

MUST be prepackaged and with the ingredient list and nutrition labels with them.  Any 

ingredients or processing warnings that may contribute to a student’s allergies may not 

be brought into school. 

We also ask that any parent volunteers have the appropriate clearances updated and on 

file with the District.  To check the status of your clearances, you can do the following: 

1. From the Skyward Family Access screen, click on “Report Cards” 

2. Click on “Volunteer Dates for FA 19-20” 

3. A volunteer is cleared if there is a “Y” in either the “Cleared Sub.” or “Cleared Ltd.” column.  A limited volun-

teer (Cleared Ltd.) must have a date for affidavit, child abuse 151, and criminal 34.  A substantial volunteer 

(Cleared Sub.) must have a date for child abuse 151, criminal 34, and FBI Act 114. 

Please note that once you submit clearance paperwork, it takes up to 2 weeks for Skyward to be updated…..if you 

are planning on chaperoning an end of year field trip, please plan accordingly. 

Classroom Celebration Reminders 
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2020 marks the 400th Anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower 

and the founding of the Plymouth Colony. Imagine you are one of the 

passengers on the Mayflower. Knowing what materials were availa-

ble in 1620, what would you have packed to prepare for the trip and 

starting a new life in the wilderness? After experiencing more than 

two months at sea then finally landing at Plymouth Colony on No-

vember 9, 1620, do you think you would have made different choices 

and why? The title of the essay should be:  “The Voyage of the May-

flower” and should be included on the title page of all submissions.  

The deadline to submit essays for judging will be Nov. 15, 2019.  Es-

says must be submitted electronically to this email address. The 

judging criteria, suggested reading material for participants and a 

flyer with the essay topic and contact information can be found on 

the building webpage.  Awards are by grade level for grades 5-8.  We 

will identify the chapter winners and submit their papers to the organiz-

ers of the PA state-wide competition.   

Daughters of the American Revolution American History Essay Contest 

Title I Program Open House Announced 

The purpose of the Title I Program is to help students succeed in 

the regular classroom by aiding in the development of basic and 

advanced skills in Reading and Math. Once the program is estab-

lished, it is available to all students in the Intermediate School, 

based upon their educational needs. The Title I teachers work 

closely with the classroom teachers to provide supportive and sup-

plemental instruction to help meet the needs of each individual 

learner. Parents and guardians of students who are identified for 

Title I services will be individually notified and invited to attend 

our annual Title I Open House night on Tuesday, October 15, 



 

 

So that we can accommodate as many visitors as possible, the 5th/6th Grade Center will celebrate Ameri-

can Education Week on November 12, 13 and 14, 2019.  This change in schedule is to allow both the 

5th/6th/7th Grade Center and Upper Providence Elementary School to have maximum use of the parking 

facilities.  Parents of 5th grade students are welcome to stop by and visit any one of their child’s classes 

during the hours of 9:15am-10:45am and 1:45pm-3:15pm on Tuesday, 11/12.  On Wednesday, 11/13, 6th 

grade parents are welcome during the hours of 9:15am-10:45am and 1:45pm-3:15pm. 

The 7th Grade Center will be hosting  parents on Thursday, 11/14 during the hours of 8:15am-10:00 and 1:15pm-2:30pm. 

We are requesting that all parents report to the office upon their arrival.  Please email Mrs. Finnegan if you are planning on 

attending so that visitor badges can be printed in advance.  If you have not had your driver’s license scanned at this building, 

you may stop by in advance. It would be greatly appreciated if you could let your child know the approximate time of your visit 

so that they can inform you of their classroom location. 

We look forward to your visit and the opportunity to share with you the many fine activities in which your children are involved. 

American Education Week Scheduled 

Clever and the Classroom 
Welcome to Clever!  The Spring-Ford Area School District is making logging into online resources and textbooks easier with 

the use of the single sign on program, Clever.  What is the Clever? Clever is a single sign on website that provides access to a 

variety of web-based learning applications, like web-based textbooks. Many of the links provide instant access to an application 

without having to fumble with multiple login credentials.  How do we log in? Students logging in at home on their personal 

computer, will click here  If prompted to do so, choose “Log in with Active Directory.” A login prompt will then appear. Enter 

credentials as follows: 

Username = School email address which follows the pattern of your child's first FIVE letters of their last name, first THREE 

letters of their first name and typically 000. Example: SMITHJOE000@rams.spring-ford.net 

 Password = School password, your child should already be using their default assigned password. 

Parents do not have individual Clever accounts. To access a specific Clever account, please log in with your student(s) login 

information.  Click here to watch a short tutorial video.  

After School Activities for Students 

Throughout the School Year 

Various Intramurals—5th/6th & 7th 

September 

Yearbook Club—7th 

Homework Club—7th 

School Newspaper—7th 

Student Government—7th 

Winter Play—7th 

World Language Club—7th 

Crafting Club—7th 

GSA—7th  

October 

Builder’s Club—5th/6th & 7th 

Reading Olympics—5th/6th & 7th 

Homework Club—5th/6th 

Art Club—5th/6th  

Walking Club—5th/6th 

Yearbook Club—5th/6th 

November 

Art Club—7th 

 

 

January 

Board Games Club—5th/6th & 7th 

Screenwriter’s Club—5th/6th 

February 

Running Club—5th/6th & 7th 

March 

Model Rocketry Club—5th/6th 

Photography Club—5th/6th & 7th 

Spring Play—7th 
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Now that the 2019-2020 school year is in full swing, the next question on everyone’s mind is “When do after school activities 

start and what activities are offered?”.  Below is a list of intramurals and clubs that are available to students.  If interested, 

students should listen to morning and afternoon announcements for instructions on how to apply for or join an 

activity.  Please note that some of these won’t be available until either the winter season or the spring season. 

https://clever.com/oauth/authorize?channel=clever&client_id=4c63c1cf623dce82caac&confirmed=true&district_id=5c0ec18dd4baf20001137b71&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fclever.com%2Fin%2Fauth_callback&response_type=code&state=3b42ef128530dc063f876db30cda0fdec48606a
mailto:SMITHJOE000@rams.spring-ford.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjnRV505Yw4&feature=youtu.be


 

 

The last two weeks of October are filled with fun activities at the 5/6/7 Center!  We will be pro-

moting our theme of Good Character, High School Homecoming, Good Choices,  Drug and Bully 

Free.  Help us celebrate Unity Day, Red Ribbon Week and Mix It Up Day by participating in 

the following spirit days….  

Friday, 10/11  Homecoming      Wear Blue & Gold 

Wednesday, 10/23 Wear & Share Orange to Support Bully Prevention Wear Orange 

Thursday, 10/24  “Redy” to take a stand against drugs   Wear Red 

Friday, 10/25  From head to toe, I’m drug free    Wear hats and crazy socks 

Monday, 10/28  Being Drug Free is No Sweat    Wear a sweatshirt 

Tuesday, 10/29  Be a “smarty” and prepare for your future  Wear clothes with college logos 

Wednesday, 10/30 Be a R.A.M. and make good choices   Wear Blue & Gold 

Thursday, 10/31  Drugs are Scary      Wear Orange & Black 

October Spirit Days 

 Head lice do not spread diseases and are not considered to be a health threat. 

 Head lice are wingless insects that cannot jump or fly.  They only move by crawling and gen-

erally do not crawl long distances. 

 Head lice are not likely to leave a healthy head unless there is a heavy infestation. 

 Head lice are most readily transmitted via head-to-head contact.  They are less likely to 

spread by contact with clothing or other personal items. 

 It is unlikely to find head lice living on objects like helmets or hats because they have feet that 

are specifically designed to grasp on to the hair shaft of humans. 

 Adult head lice typically die within 24 hours without a human host. 

 Eggs are laid on the human hair shaft at the scalp.  Eggs require the specific conditions found 

on the human head to develop and hatch.  Eggs cannot be transmitted from one head to anoth-

er, nor can they fall off the hair shaft. 

Monthly Health Tip:  Understanding Head Lice Transmission 

Sometimes circumstances cannot be avoided and students need to leave school early for doc-

tor’s appointments, dental appointments, etc.  Please send a note requesting the dismissal 

with your child on the day of.  Notes should include the student first and last name, homeroom 

teacher as well as the date and time requested.  Since our building is locked, parents and visi-

tors are asked to press the silver call button near the main entrance.  The school receptionist 

will welcome you; ask your name, and the purpose of your visit.  Please be prepared to show 

your ID before picking up your child.  It is the responsibility of the student to report to the 

Main Office at the appropriate time.  Office staff are not permitted to call the classroom and 

interrupt instruction. 

Student Early Dismissals 
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Principal’s Page 

From the desk o f  Mr.  Leddy….  

October 2019 

The Explorers Team welcomes a few new staff members to their 

team: 

Mrs. Courtney Ojakovo has moved from the 6th grade to the 5th 

grade as one of our English Language Arts teachers. 

Mrs. Maggie Megill has joined our team as a new Math and Sci-

ence teacher. 

Mrs. Samantha Mutchnick has jointed the team as a new Math 

and Science teacher. 

Mrs. Emily White has moved from 6th grade to 5th grade 

Learning Support.   

The Patriots team welcomes Mrs. Angela Rowe as a Long Term 

Substitute as an English Language Arts teacher. 

Welcome to the New 5th Grade Staff 

 

 

 

 

Hello 5th Grade!!!! 

I am extremely excited to join the Spring-Ford Area 
School District and begin the work necessary to 
achieve all of our goals!  I received my undergraduate 
degree from Bloomsburg University and then contin-
ued on to Cabrini College where I earned my Master 
of Education.  The past ten years have been spent as a 
Teacher, Coach, and Athletic Coordinator which have 
afforded me the opportunity to work with a diverse 
population of students and refine my skills and 
knowledge as an educator and leader.  I firmly believe 
every child is entitled to an enriching education, re-
spect, and professionalism.  I am thankful for the sup-
port of an amazing family, my loving wife, Genevieve, 
our energetic son Kellan, and soon to arrive baby boy!  
I look forward to  expanding upon a superb learning 
environment within the Spring-Ford community. 

 

Mr. Philip Leddy 

5th Grade House Principal 

 

 

Lessons Learned 
The following are just some of the topics being covered in 

each of the 4 major subject areas: 

 

ELA- Spelling and reading stories from the anthology. Work-

ing on the 4 types of sentences and finding subject and predi-

cate. Writing narratives including characters, setting, plot, 

descriptive language and details. 

SOCIAL STUDIES- Learning about Oceans and Continents 

and early colonialism, specifically studying Jamestown. 

MATH-Multiplication of whole numbers including finding 

estimates, using the distributive property, and traditional 

algorithm.   

SCIENCE- Learning what it means to be a scientist and us-

ing the scientific method.  Lessons on maps and the way to 

read maps- specifically studying slope and lines of latitude 

and longitude.  
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From the Desk  o f  Mr.  Rogers. . . . . . .  

September 2019 

The Pioneers Team welcomes Mrs. Krista Mansfield as an Eng-

lish Language Arts Teacher.   

The Settlers Team welcomes Mrs. Jennifer Lipp who is our new 

Learning Support teacher.  They are both very excited to be a 

part of the team and are both doing a wonderful job!  We are so 

excited to have them as part of our school community.   

 

 

Welcome to the New 6th Grade Staff 

Letter From Mr. Rogers  

Hello 6th Grade Students, Parents, Guardians, and Families. 

I want to extend a welcome to all families and students to 6th 

grade.  At this point, students are well into their daily routine 

and have been doing an excellent job in the early part of the year.  

Our focus in the beginning of the year is on fostering good aca-

demic habits that will carry our students throughout a successful 

school year.  Though most sixth graders have been in our build-

ing for over a year now, we still want our students to continually 

work on meeting new people, making new friends, joining after 

school activities and utilizing the resources present here in our 

school.   

As we are moving along in grade level, students can expect an 

increase in academic responsibility.  Doing homework is a very 

important aspect of education and preparation for assessments 

for our students.  We encourage everyone to have a routine, if 

possible, for a time to relax from the school day before beginning 

homework.  I would encourage you to communicate with your 

child’s teacher via phone or e-mail on a regular basis and espe-

cially any time you have a concern.   

Parents are typically very interested to learn about the day’s 

events.   Often times, our question of “How was your day?” is 

followed with a “good” or “fine”.  Here are a few ways to encour-

age more than a one word answer. 

1. What was your favorite part about school today? 

2. Was the test you were studying for as hard/easy as you 

thought it would be?  What kinds of questions were 

on it? 

3. Tell me one new thing you learned today and I’ll tell 

you one thing I learned. 

4. What story/book did you read today?  Tell me about the 

characters. 

5. What are you learning in science/social studies? 

6. Tell me about a really easy/hard math problem.  

7. What game did you play at recess? 

Good luck for a great 2019-2020 school year!!! 

 

 

Lessons Learned 
The following are just some of the topics being covered in 

each of the 4 major subject areas: 

ELA– Classes have been reading the first few stories in Unit 

1 of the Journey’s program. Skills learned have included un-

derstanding characters, author’s purpose, and sequence of 

events. Next, they will be studying story structure and 

fact/opinion to round out Unit 1. They have also been learn-

ing and practicing narrative writing. By the end of the 1st 

marking period, students will have a wonderful fictional nar-

rative to add to their writing portfolios. 

SOCIAL STUDIES– Students wrapping up our study of ear-

ly humans and the agricultural revolution. This journey has 

taken us from 2.5 million B.C.E to about 8,000 B.C.E. Next 

we will be diving into the world’s first civilizations in Meso-

potamia. 

MATH-Students are working on conversions of fractions, 

decimals and percentages.  

SCIENCE– Students are covering air quality including the 

different types, causes and effects of pollution.  
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October 2019 

 

 

Letter from Dr. Rinehimer 

Hello 7th Grade Students, Parents, Guardians, and  

Families, 

 

First let me welcome all of you to 7th grade.  The transi-

tion from elementary to secondary education can be a 

challenge for many students.  Your child may still be a 

little nervous, overwhelmed and anxious about middle 

school.  Your child may be sharing concerns that surprise 

you because up until this year, they have found school to 

be “easy.”  You may have worried all summer if your son 

or daughter will transition smoothly.  Whatever the case 

may be for your family, there are plenty of resources 

available to support each student and help them work 

through all of the challenges of middle school.  I  

encourage you (or better yet, your child) to reach out to 

the teachers and counselors with any concerns. 

 

I spoke with several 7th graders to share their thoughts 

on the year so far.  They answered several questions 

about the transition. 

 

1. What is the most exciting part of 7th grade? 

 

        Getting to have different people in each class. 

        Being able to walk to class with friends. 

        Having more than two teachers. 

        The day goes by faster because of the switching of  

        classes. 

 

2. What is the hardest part of 7th grade? 

 

        Finding my classes and being on time. 

        Waking up early in the morning. 

        Keeping track of the day of the cycle and  

        remembering which classes I have. 

         

 
 3.  What were you concerned about that turned out to be  

       OK?     

 

    Opening my locker and getting to my classes on time. 

     I was concerned that I would now know anyone in my 

     classes.   

     Opening my locker. 

     Finding my classes. 

 

Our crew of 657 is doing a great job and they can all open 

their lockers and find their classrooms on time.  We will con-

tinue working on responsibility, time management, and 

accountability as we move through the second half of the 

first quarter.  In October, the students will participate in 

Red Ribbon Week, Unity Day and we have a special assem-

bly at the end of the month. 

 

Warmly, 

 

 

Jennifer Rinehimer 


