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Upcoming Events 
11/2 End of 1st Marking Period 

11/5 MS Dodgeball Tournament 

11/6 In-Service Day 

 5/6 Parent/Teacher Conferences, 

 12:30pm-3:30pm 

11/12 7th Grade Veteran’s Day Assembly 

 8:15am 

 6th Grade Veteran’s Day Assembly

 9:30am 

 5th Grade Veteran’s Day Assembly

 2:00pm 

11/13 Fractured Prune Fundraiser 

11/15 5th Grade American Education Week 

 Parent Visitations, 9:15am-10:45am / 

 1:45pm-3:15pm 

 Parent/Teacher Conferences, 

 6:00pm-8:30pm 

11/16 7th Grade Picture Re-Take Day 

 6th Grade American Education Week 

 Parent Visitations, 9:15am-10:45am / 

 1:45pm-3:15pm 

 7th Grade American Education Week 

 Parent Visitations, 8:15am-10:00am / 

 1:15pm-2:30pm 

 Multicultural Thanksgiving 

11/19 No School For Students 

 Parent/Teacher Conferences,    

 8:00-am-3:30pm, 5:00pm-7:30pm 

11/20 No School For Students 

 Parent/Teacher Conferences, 

 10:00am-3:30pm (5th/6th Grade  

 Only) 

 5/6 Home & School Roller Skate Night 

11/21 No School For Students 

11/22-23 School Closed 

11/27 5/6 Picture Retake Day 

12/4 MS Winter Concert, 7:00pm 

 5/6 Book Fair 

American Education Week 
So that we can accommodate as many visitors as possible, the 5th/6th Grade 

Center will celebrate American Education Week on November 15 and 16, 2018.  

This change in schedule is to allow both the 5th/6th/7th Grade Center and Up-

per Providence Elementary School to have maximum use of the parking facili-

ties.  Parents of 5th grade students are welcome to stop by and visit any one of 

their child’s classes during the hours of 9:15am-10:45am and 1:45pm-3:15pm on 

Thursday, 11/15.  On Friday, 11/16, 6th grade parents are welcome during the 

hours of 9:15am-10:45am and 1:45pm-3:15pm. 

The 7th Grade Center will be hosting  parents on Friday, 11/16 during the 

hours of 8:15am-10:00am and 1:15pm-2:30pm. 

We are requesting that all parents report to the office upon their arrival.  

Please email Mrs. Finnegan if you are planning on attending so that visitor 

badges can be printed in advance.  If you have not had your driver’s license 

scanned at this building, you may stop by in advance.  It would be greatly ap-

preciated if you could let your child know the approximate time of your visit so 

that they can inform you in advance of their classroom location. 

We look forward to your visit and the opportunity to share with you the many 

fine activities in which your children are involved. 
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November Conferences 
Parent/Teacher conferences have been scheduled for the 

following dates and times: 

Tuesday, 11/6   

12:30pm-3:30pm Conferences  for 5th/6th Grade  

   Parents Only 

Thursday, 11/15 

6:00pm-8:30pm   Conferences 

Monday, 11/19 

8:00am-3:30pm  Conferences 

5:00pm-7:30pm  Conferences 

Tuesday, 11/20 

10:00am-3:30pm   Conferences for 5th/6th Grade  

   Parents Only 

The opportunity to sit down with a teacher is an invalua-

ble tool to show your child that you are interested in their 

educational success and to keep lines of communication 

open between home and school.   

Veteran’s Day Assemblies 
Please join us on Monday, November 12th in honoring our 

military.  We will be hosting 7th grade students and fami-

lies beginning at 8:15am, 6th grade students and families 

beginning at 9:30am and 5th grade students and families 

at 2:15pm.  There will be guest speakers, slideshows, in-

troductions and many opportunities to show your support 

by thanking a veteran.  There will also be pictures and 

military artifacts on display in the hallways.    If you have 

a veteran in your family or know someone you would like 

to honor please contact Mrs. Kathy Strange at 

kstra@spring-ford.net or Mrs. Betsey Fulton at 

bfult@spring-ford.net. 
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Is it the Flu or a Cold? 

Remember to get your flu shots! 

  

Please keep your child home if they are exhibiting any flu-like symptoms.  Children may return to school when they are 

24 hours fever-free without the use of fever reducing medication. 

Symptom Flu Cold 

Onset of Illness Sudden Slow 

Temperature High None/Mild 

Exhaustion Level Severe Mild 

Headache Severe None/Mild 

Appetite Decreased Normal 

Muscles Achy Fine 

Does your child have…. Chills No Chills 

mailto:kstra@spring-ford.net?subject=Veteran's%20Day%20Assembly
mailto:bfult@spring-ford.net?subject=Veteran's%20Day%20Assembly
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On Wednesday, October 24th, our school guidance counselors 

planned and facilitated our Unity Day with all 5th and 6th 

grade students.   

October 24th was a national unity day with a special emphasis 

on standing up to bullying.  Students and staff wore the color 

Orange as a symbol of speaking out and standing up against 

bullying.  Counselors took the 5th grade through various activi-

ties to work on understanding what 

bullying looks like and how to han-

dle when they or a friend is faced 

with this situation. 

 

Unity Day 

Letter From Mr. Rogers  

Hello 5th Grade Students, Parents, Guardians, and Fami-

lies. 

Welcome to Fall!  Though we experienced some warmer 

weather at the beginning of the school year into the begin-

ning of October, it has finally felt like autumn over the past 

few weeks.  As the leaves change and the cooler weather 

has moved in, so have we been moving in 5th grade.  We 

have transitioned from being new students in a school with 

many more students than we have experienced before, to 

5th graders who have now just about finished the 1st mark-

ing period!  Fifth grade brings many changes for our stu-

dents, a step in the growth process heading toward being 

young adult learners.   

Over the past month, our students showed their maturity 

with their excellent handling of our Rally walk to the high 

school.  We moved our 620 5th graders, along with their 

sixth and seventh grade peers to the high school to simu-

late an evacuation drill.  The students were awesome!  

They moved safely and quietly to the rally point and back 

to school with no disruptions.   

As we move closer to the end of the first marking period, I 

wanted to share a reminder about conferences for families.  

Please be sure to schedule a conference with your child’s 

teacher to discuss progress made over these first few 

months.  Our conference days are November 6th, 15th, 

19th, and 20th.  Please contact your 

child’s teachers if you have any 

questions. 

 

Lessons Learned 

ELA– Transitioning from Unit 1 to Unit 2 and putting the finishing 

touches on their Narrative paper, including characters, setting, plot, 

descriptive language and details. 

SOCIAL STUDIES– Students are learning about the Southern colonies 

and how these settlers lived their lives. 

MATH-Students are at the end of their chapter on division and begin-

ning a look at addition and subtraction of decimals. 

SCIENCE– Students have been learning about the Earth and common 

landforms.  They are about to move on to learning about minerals.  

One of the most frequently mentioned items with 5th grade students and parents 

is the issue of learning how to study.  A major part of studying and being prepared 

involves organization.  The following are a few tips to remember: 

1. Provide a designated space for study 

2. Help your child develop a system to keep track of important papers  

3. Make sure your child has a designated homework book or planner. 

4. Communicate with teachers 

5. Monitor homework by asking guiding questions 

 -What information is required?  What next?  Where to begin?  “Tell me more 

about….” 
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The Settler team welcomes Elyse Faccenda as a 

Special Education teacher.  She comes to us from 

Philadelphia and currently co-teaches math.  Ms. 

Faccenda attended Dickinson College where she  

Majored in Psychology and was a member of the swim 

team before earning her Master’s in Elementary and Spe-

cial Education from Mahattanville College.  She is 

Thrilled to be joining the Spring-Ford community! 

 

 

 

Hello 6th Grade Students, Parents, Guardians, and  

Families, 

 

As we are nearing the end of the 1st quarter, I often 

talk with students about homework, studying and 

goals for their learning.  There are several items that 

come up over and over:  I just have to study tonight, 

that’s not really homework or I don’t have any home-

work.  This is frustrating for parents who want to help 

with homework and studying, but are not sure what to 

do to help.  Below is a few of the habits taken from an 

article, 10 Habits of Highly Effective Students, by Bec-

ton Loveless on the Education Corner website. 

1. Don’t do all of your studying on one night- 

spread out your studying over multiple nights and 

do shorter sessions to avoid becoming over-

whelmed.  

2. Stick to studying at the same time, every 

time- this creates a routine that will then become 

a habit.  

3. Start with the most difficult topics/classes 

first- this will allow you to give you most time and 

attention to the topics that will require the most 

energy. 

4. Always review your notes before starting an 

assignment- this will give you an opportunity to 

make sure you have good notes and review im-

portant material before starting homework or 

studying.  

Warmly, 

Jennifer Rinehimer 

 

The following are just some of the topics being covered in 

each of the 4 major subject areas: 

ELA- Sixth grade has completed Unit 1 in Reading focusing 

on vocabulary, use of specific nouns, and reading skills like 

fact/opinion, character, story structure (plot), author’s pur-

pose, sequence, and figurative language.  We are finishing 

up our own fictional narratives in writing. 

SOCIAL STUDIES- Sixth graders are in the midst of study-

ing the empires of Ancient Mesopotamia.  We are looking at 

the effect of geographic location on the success of these em-

pires as well as the contributions of these groups of people 

including cuneiform and Hammurabi’s code. 

 

MATH- We have just finished Chapter 3.  In this chapter, 

the students learned how to multiply and divide decimals, 

use estimation to place decimals and check for reasonable 

answers, annex zeros when dividing, and problem solving 

using the operations of multiplying and dividing. 

SCIENCE- In science we are learning about wind patterns 

and the impact it has on our weather.  We are also learning 

about the various forms of precipitation and how each forms 

in our atmosphere. 

Letter from Mrs. Rinehimer  Lesson Learned 

Welcome to New 6th Grade Staff 
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Our students are participating in various activities to em-

phasize the purpose behind Red Ribbon Week…signing a 

Red Ribbon, pledging to be drug-free, and hanging them on a 

classroom door is just one way! 

 

Red Ribbon Week 

Letter From Dr. Kotch 

Dear Students, Parents and Families, 

I hope that this finds all of you enjoying the Fall season! 

It is so hard to believe that we are now approaching the 

end of the 1st quarter. This transition to 7th grade has 

been very successful for many students. Navigating clas-

ses, hallways, lockers and afterschool activities can be a 

major adjustment! Just a reminder that checking with 

your child on a regular basis as to their progress is a great 

way to stay on top of their academic success. I often sug-

gest that students and parents view Skyward grades to-

gether, so there are no surprises when the report cards 

come out. 

Looking forward to seeing many of you at our Fall confer-

ences. 

Warm regards, 

Kathie Kotch, Ed.D. 

House Principal, Class of 2024 

Operation Backpack 

Our 7th grade students, under the guidance of School Coun-

selor Mr. Lemuell, are being asked to bring in canned goods 

and other food donations. The food drive is set up as a team 

competition, but the true spirit of helping families in our 

community is the real focus. Students are also supporting by 

tallying and boxing all donations. Staff and students have 

until November 2nd to bring in the donations. What will the 

final count be??? 

 

S.T.E.M. 

Students in Miss Borgnis’ Family and Consumer Sci-

ence classes and Mr. Fickert’s Technology Education 

classes are joining forces to create their own version of 

CUPCAKE WARS. In the early stages, students from 

FCS and Tech Ed. collaborate on a theme and discuss 

their baking/decorating and display strategies to put 

their plans into action. Each class period will come up 

with finalists, until there is a winning team! Stay 

tuned for the results! 

 


