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Winter Play By Emily John 

After a hot summer, the cold weather is finally here and 

the Winter play is right round the corner. The play is titled 

Bedtime Stories as Told by Our Dad Who Messed Them 

Up. (a mouth full, I know!) The play is about three kids 

named Katie (as played by Brooklyn Dunhavist), Ashley 

(as played by Ceci Boyer), and Wally (as played by Sophia Englert) whose 

dad (played by Dylan Clark) tells them bedtime stories but always seems to 

be messing them up! For example, instead of telling The boy who cried wolf, 

he tells the boy who cried dinosaur! The Scoop got to sit down with actor 

Ceci Boyer and ask a few questions about what it is like to be part of the 

play. 

 

Q: What are some of your tricks to help memorize your lines?  

A: I listen to the last bit of the person before me’s line so I know when it's 

my turn to speak. 

Q: Why do you enjoy acting? 

A: It is rewarding to finish and know what a great job I did. It is also a good 

way to express myself. 

Q: Have you acted before? 
A: Yes. I was the lead (Dorothy) in “The Wizard of Oz.”  

 
Clearly Ceci has a lot of 
talent! If you are interested 

in coming to see this year’s 
winter play it will be on 

December 14, 2018 at 
7:00 pm in the 8th grade 
auditorium. Good luck to all 

the actors in this year's 
winter play and have a 

great holiday season!  
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English: Quarter 1 By Pragya Seth  

The first quarter is over, and we have learned a lot! Our English teachers have thoroughly 
informed us about all types of things. We have written several essays throughout this 

quarter. For example, everyone wrote essays on social justice laws, and Malala Yousafzai. 
Additionally, most classes learned about pronouns, commonly confused words, and other 

parts of grammar. Moreover, we were assimilated with the process of composing a 
remarkable topic paragraph. To clarify, we were introduced to the task of accurately creating 

a thesis statement, and other parts of a introduction paragraph. As you can see, we have 
completed an abundance of things in class. I can’t wait to see what next quarter will bring!  
 

Reading article By Emily John 

The first making period of this year in reading was pretty cool! This making 
period we read The Giver. The Giver was about the adventures of Jonas, a 

boy living in a community of sameness, where not one person is different. 
But when Jonas is selected to be the new receiver of memory at the 
Ceremony of 12, he gets a new perspective of life when he goes through his 

training, receiving memories of fun things he does not get to experience in 
his own life. He realizes that there is more to life that he wants to experience 

like color and sun. He wants to experience those joys of life, so he decides 
to find “elsewhere” where people go when they are released. After a long journey of trying 
to find “elsewhere,” Jonas finally makes it and gets to experience his full life. It was a great 

read and I recommend it to anyone that has not read it. We also read a hand full of short 
stories like “Bullying in Schools” and “Nothing to Envy.” Close to the end of the marking 

period, we wrote a TDA about a short story we read called “The Wise Old Women” and will 
be writing one every marking period. That pretty much sums up the first marking period in 
reading and I don’t doubt that the next one will be just as great when we read The Outsiders. 

  

Social Studies In the First Marking-Period  
By Dustin Campbell-Waldeck 

Social Studies in Mr. Young and Mrs. Stauffer’s during the first marking period 

can be summed up in a few sentences. The main theme of the marking period 

was learning about The Geographer’s World. We explored how geographers 

see the world and the tools they use to do so. Typically in a social studies classroom, you 

read the textbook for days and work in a boring packet trying to desperately remember the 

material. That’s not the case in Mr. Young’s classroom. He uses all different learning 

methods to make learning stuff fun and memorable. Every day is something new, some 

days we work in the textbook, other days we do partnerwork on worksheets. But, the main 

thing that makes this class the best are the teachers. Mr. Young and Mrs. Stauffer have the 

best characteristics of any teachers. They’re funny, strict, kind, and really do care about the 

children’s education. Mr. Young and Mrs. Stauffer are the best teachers when it comes to 

one of the least interesting subjects. If you see them in the halls, give em’ a compliment.  



 

Page 4 

Veterans Day By Gian Baez  

 
On Monday, November 12, 2018, we celebrated Veterans Day. Veterans Day celebrates the 
honored people with hearts of gold who served in the war. Many of the veterans served in 
the horrific tragedies of World War 2, Vietnam, The Korean War, Bay of Pigs, Grenada etc. 

I interviewed a veteran that served the United States Army - Jim Noone. 
 

Q: Why do you think Veterans Day is important? 
A: I think it’s a an opportunity for veterans to share experiences. And to share respect to 

those who served. 

 
Q: What is it that makes you a veteran? 

A: The fact that I served; and I got an honorable discharge. I did what I had to do, and 
what I was told. 

 

Q: When you were serving (before you were a vet), can you tell me about one of 
your funny experiences? 

A: During parachuting training, I was waiting for the plane to takeoff. The jumpmaster said 
“Any questions?” and a sergeant 

asked, “What happens if we 
don’t wanna jump?” The 
jumpmaster showed him the 

plane exit and said “See all 
these dents?” he said. “They 

were made by people who didn’t 
wanna jump, they jumped 
anyway.” 

 
Q: Could you tell me what your 

rank was, and what it involved? 
A: Staff Sergeant, middle rank, E6. 
 

Q: What are some of the place 
that you were stationed? 

A: Vietnam, Thailand, Germany, 
Italy (x3), Israel, and Cyprus. 
 

Q: What are some of the 
weapons you used? 

A: M60 mg, M16, .45, Beretta, 
M203 
 

Statistics: 
144 jumps (halo) 

700+ spore jumps 
 
Heavy weapons: Tank, Machine 

gun, Cannon 
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Unity Day By Nathan DeDominic 
Unity Day was a 7th grade event that took about two weeks to complete. The day contained 

several activities trying to teach students life lessons. The teachers were partially involved 

and so allowed the students to have freedom to have interesting discussions. The topics 

were things relevant for today’s teenagers and preteens like how to communicate effectively 

together and be respectful with each other. The staff incorporated several games for this 

event, for example they had all the students play a game of tag with a partner; however 

they were only allowed to walk and would have to try not to invade everyone’s personal 

space to teach us to understand each other’s space. During the event the teachers also 

explained to the students important concepts and the lessons they were trying to prove. 

The flagship color of the event was the color orange. To end, the event started at target 

time and ended at 6th period and was an event that several students enjoyed immensely. 

 

Many of the posters are featured in this issue of The Scoop. 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 7 

7th Grade Field Hockey 

All of the girls of the 7th grade field hockey team did a really nice job. They won 6 out of 8 
games with 1 tie. At practice and games the girls worked together, and never gave up. The 

entire team was like a family because 
no one let anyone down. 

 

 

 

 

COLOR GUARD By Mackenzie Walters 

If you’re asking what is color guard, well, color guard goes on trips and competitions with 
the marching band. Color guard are the people who you see out on the football field with 
the flags, ribbons, and batons. It’s very fun when we 

go to other schools and see what their school colors 
are. Also, you meet a lot of cool and nice people from 

different schools. Color guard meets a lot of eighth and 
ninth graders. The only thing that people do not like 
about it is that we have to meet every SATURDAY & 

WEDNESDAY. And sometimes we might have family 
business on those days, but we have to skip them to 

go to color guard. But you know, it’s definitely worth 
it. 
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World Language Club: Day of the Dead  
By Pragya Seth  

 
World Language Club is a great way to learn about other cultures and experience new 

things. The October World Language Club meeting taught us about a Mexican holiday called 
Day of the Dead, or Dia de los Muertos. Dia de los Muertos celebrates, honors, and 

remembers deceased loved ones. During the event, we learned about the holiday, its 
traditions, and the many ways it is celebrated. The participants made crafts and also tried 
a traditional sweet bread called “Pan de Muerto.”  

 
This meeting provided an insight about the customs that people practice during Dia de los 

Muertos. Crafts were made, such as God’s eyes (a stick and yarn design), papel picado 
(intricate tissue paper banners), and skeleton masks. First of all, Day of the Dead is NOT 
the same as Halloween. Mexicans who celebrate Day of the Dead actually mock and learn 

to accept death at an early age. Dia de los Muertos celebrates life, not death. People dance, 
sing, and dress up in costumes. Death is believed to be part of the journey of life, so the 

holiday celebrates the new life that arises from death. It is simply an opportunity to admire 
and commemorate the departed beloved. Memories, pictures, figurines, and marigolds are 
displayed on an ofrenda, or table that represents and honors the dead. 

 
In conclusion, there are several interesting customs and traditions that are associated with 

Dia de los Muertos. Most mexicans celebrate in a lively way and have a very different view 
on death. Don’t forget - there are more World Language Club meetings that you can attend 
to learn about more cultures! 

 
 

Cross Country By Arhan Kaul 

Both of the Spring-Ford cross country boys and girls 2018 fall teams had high points and 
low points throughout the season. The girls cross country team finished the season with a 

record of 6 wins and 3 losses. Meanwhile, the boys cross country team had a finishing record 
of 7 wins and 2 losses. Each practice was an hour long for four days a week. The athletes 
competed in races, also known as meets, which covered a distance of 1.8 miles. All in all 

both the boys and the girls cross country teams ended the season with a winning record 
and both teams put in an immense amount of effort. A special thanks goes to the cross 

country coaches: Coach Jarema, Coach Amersbach, Coach Kahler, and Coach Caldwell. 
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Life Simulator 2- A New Life 
By Dustin Campbell-Waldeck 

 
Imagine being given a tiny human being that you must take care 

of for the entirety of its life. You are capable of every decision that 
it makes. Every purchase, person, and opportunity is yours to 
control. That is the premise of the mobile app titled, Life Simulator 

2: A New Life. In this “Feature App” section of The Scoop, I am 

going to describe this app, its gameplay, and its reviews. 

You are sitting in the middle of the streets, with nothing. 
Abandoned by your family at a young age, you have to jumpstart 

your life back into high gear. You are supplied with a meter of 
money, energy, and mood. All these factors affect your overall 

health. Yeah, there’s overall health. You can buy food and medicine 
if you are sick...for a fee, of course. Eventually, if you play your cards right, you could buy 
a house, get one of several jobs, meet the love of your life, and live life the way you always 

wanted to. 

Now that the gameplay has been described, let’s see how people enjoy the game. Out of 
the 24 reviews that the game has, 45.8% of them are positive. From the Google play 
reviews section, Adel says, “I really like it. It kills my time when I get bored.” Anonymous 

Google User says, “Best game ever. Dope and awesome.” It looks like people like the game 

a lot! 

Well, not everyone does. With the 45.8% positive reviews, that leaves 54.2% of them being 
negative. Another anonymous Google user says, “I hated it. Good concept but a bad game.” 

J Mac posted a lengthy review that I will shorten for your convenience. He says, ”Game 
mechanics are mediocre at best, but the are a LOT of problems to resolve. Forcing users to 

tap on bars that SCROLL actually causes the app to register the ‘taps’ as ‘scrolling.’ 
especially when going fast - making it nearly impossible to get a bonus over 0.6%... Overall, 
It's obvious the dev had only tested the app on an overly bright computer, and not on an 

actual android device. I would recommend not but need MUCH improvement.” Phew. That 

was a lot. 

Now that you’ve heard other people’s opinion, I personally think you should hear from your’s 
truly. I’ve had this game for about half of a year. Most people say it’s a good time killer. I 

personally think that’s what it’s best for. It’s similar to games like Angry Birds or Candy 
Crush. It really keeps you entertained when you don’t have anything to do. With that being 

said, it isn’t clear of all problems. It does have its fair share of ads. The unskippable ones 
that advertise a game...the worst ones. It is also kind of buggy and sometimes will close 
down or lag your device. All of these problems are about the management of the game and 

not the actual gameplay itself. In my professionally non-professional opinion, I would kindly 

give the game a 7.5/10!  

With all of these reviews being pretty mixed, it’s hard to see if the game is really as good 
or bad as everyone says it is. The only way to find out would be to play for yourself! 
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Vacation Days By Pragya Seth 

Don’t you love when you get a day off from school, or when it is a snow day? Winter and 

spring break are so much fun, but sometimes it feels like an eternity before there is another 
day off. In my opinion, our holidays should be more sensibly distributed. 

 
For instance, I believe our winter and spring breaks are too short. Many students enjoy 
sledding, skiing and snowboarding, or traveling – and even just relaxing during the winter. 

We want to be able to do all this and more without such a small time constraint. Additionally, 
the amount of days off for spring break should be increased. We are given more than two 

months off for summer vacation, but barely a week is spared for spring. Also, sometimes 
the length of spring break is reduced because of the excessive snow days. For example, 
during the 2017 – 2018 year, the snow days decreased our spring break to one day off! 

Furthermore, sometimes students simply need a break from schoolwork. Our vacation days 
are usually terribly dispersed. There should be days where we don’t have school just 

because we need a breather. 
 
Moreover, the days after Halloween and the Super Bowl should be off, or two-hour delays. 

A large percentage of students are up watching the infamous football game on Sunday, and 
are out a little late to go Trick or Treating. Most people will end up coming to school tired, 

and with very little focus, making it difficult to learn or pay attention. But how are we going 
to achieve this without taking away school days? As a matter of fact, the answer is very 

simple – shorten summer break! It’s easy! After a couple months, coming up with things to 
do can be difficult. It would be much more relaxing if our vacation days were distributed 
more evenly! 

 
As you can see, school would be much more relaxing if we had more breaks and time to 

relax throughout the year. Without stress, and more holidays, students would be  happier 
and more successful. 
 

       

Gremlins By Mackenzie Walters 

Gremlins is a 1984 American comedy which is also a horror film. 

Who made it you might ask? Well, it was Joe Dante and the 
Warner Bros. This whole movie is about a young man named Billy 
Peltzer (whos voice actor is Zach Galligan). The father, who is 

Randall Peltzer, got this mysterious pet named Gizmo. Gizmo 
looks like a tiny, furry animal that’s really cute, but he can't be 

near bright lights, can’t get water on him, or get fed after 
midnight. If he does, he gets super crazy and will duplicate, and 
when he duplicates his children (babies) get crazier than Gizmo 

himself! Find out if Gizmo duplicates and what will happen to him 
if he does in this movie, Gremlins! 
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Venom: The Start of Sony’s Universe of Marvel 

Characters By Nathan DeDominic 

 

Please remember this article contains some spoilers. 
 
Venom came out on October 5, 2018. A few days before its release, critics were allowed to 

watch it and reviews came out droning about how terrible the movie was and how it was 
not relevant to the times. Some critics were comparing it to The Fantastic Four reboot and 

Catwoman - both of which were notoriously awful. Opening weekend it made over 50 million 
dollars proving the critics horribly wrong. When fans saw it, it received good to decent 
reviews stating that though the movie had problems it was incredibly funny, had good action 

and great performances; so these made it a highly entertaining movie.  

I personally enjoyed the movie a lot; it was very funny and if you have a keen eye or have 
knowledge of the comics, you would enjoy the references the movie made to Venom's comic 
book appearances. One fault that most people would not like about the backstory is that 

there is no Spiderman at all in this movie. However, the movie could not include Spiderman 
unless they wanted to create a new Spiderman who would be not as familiar to audiences 

as the Marvel cinematic universe's interpretation of the character - who’s the current 
spiderman (Tom Holland). The movie begins with the Corporation of Life Foundation and its 
leader Carlton Drake (the film’s antagonist) who is bringing samples of aliens (the 

symbiotes- which are organisms that latch onto hosts and give them powers - like Venom, 
Riot and others) from an asteroid which is a big problem. Although the symbiotes are small 

and gooey creatures, there is absolutely no way the asteroid can hold thousands of them 
(which in the movie it’s stated that there are thousands of them on the asteroid). The 
asteroid could only hold them if it is super large. The movie was still very innovative. 

However, the same innovation is a big problem because the movie changes tone on a dime. 
In my opinion it works, but I went not expecting a work of art. So this can ruin the movie 

for those who want a consistent film.  
 
Another thing to remember is that this movie contains some harsh language (inappropriate 

words, cursing, etc.), some hidden gore, and is very intense. In the start of the movie, the 
evil symbiote Riot bonds itself to an old woman and wanders the world for 6 months but 

later in the movie, Venom was already killing Eddie Brock, his host body, after a few days 
in the movie’s timeline. How did this woman survive 6 months? She should have lost her 
life in at least a week. A positive of the film is that it is very funny, mainly because of either 

the outlandish dialogue or real jokes. So, it is able to captivate audiences and allow them 
to really enjoy the movie.  

 
The symbiote says some unusual things that only a starving lion with rabies would say - 

like talking about eating people and live animals. A funny moment in the film is when Eddie 
Brock (the main protagonist of the movie and who then becomes Venom) goes to a Chinese 
store where he gets food. He sees a guy forcing the store owner, Mrs. Chan, to give him 

money; he is threatening her with a gun. Eddie turns into his full Venom form and 
intimidates the man, and then proceeds to bite the guy’s head off. It is a pretty dark scene. 

Venom then turns back into Eddie Brock and says to Mrs. Chan, “Yeah I have a 
 
Continued on page 14… 
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Venom continued from page 13… 

 
parasite.” (venom.movie.net). Lines like this, that are so ridiculous that it’s hilarious, are a 

part of the movie’s charm. In conclusion, Venom (though it contains several plot holes) is 
a movie that is very entertaining and funny. It is a good and enjoyable watch. I recommend 
to watch it at theaters if you are a hardcore fan of the characters, or if you just enjoy 

modern superhero films watch it on Redbox ™  or on DVD.  
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Continued from page 11... 
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Amber Alerts By Pragya Seth  

 

The Amber Alert System is something 
everyone should be aware of, as it can help 

save lives, and pain and anguish to 
families. It is an important and useful tool 
in the arsenal of law enforcement. Amber 

Alerts are an important part of child safety 
in many areas of the world. Amber Alerts, 

or America’s Missing Broadcast Emergency 
Response Plan, are community notifications 
that occur when a child is kidnapped. The 

objective is to instantaneously inform the entire community of the abduction, so they can 
assist in the search for the child. 

 
The Amber Alert system began in 1996 when Dallas-Fort Worth newscasters merged with 

police to establish a plan for finding kidnapped children. The name ‘Amber’ Alert is a legacy 
to Amber Hagerman, a 9-year-old girl who was abducted in Arlington, Texas. She was later 
found deceased. Other regions then began setting up their own Amber Alert plans. To 

explain further, the process of an Amber Alert begins when law enforcement receives a 
notification about an abducted child. Then, they decide whether an Amber Alert should be 

broadcasted, depending on their specific requirements (such as age, level of probable 
injury, and amount of information about the victim and their kidnapping). Once issued (in 
the correct geographical area with all information concerning the child, his/her abductor, 

and possible vehicle in use), alerts are publicized through broadcasters, transportation 
agencies, and even cell phones in the area of the incident.  

 
As you can see, the Amber Alert system is a crucial factor of an adolescent’s safety. Now, 
everyone can be a asset to the law enforcement when they are trying to rescue a kidnapped 

child. The many facets of this system are supported by several people around the world. As 
of February 2017, 868 children were successfully recovered via the Amber Alert system. 

 
 

Hope you enjoyed our first edition! 
 

Want to write for the Scoop? New reporters are welcome. 
If you cannot attend meetings, you can submit articles 

from home.  
 

See Mrs. Snelling in room 254 to join. Our next meeting is 
January 10, 2018 


