
Honors English 12 Summer Reading Assignments 
Personal Choice Assignment (Assignment #1) 

 

Name: _________________________________________ Due date: ___________ 

Dear 12th Grade Students,  

Since good readers make good writers and good readers make good thinkers, each 12th grade  Honors student is required to complete reading 

and writing assignments in preparation for the fall semester. This assignment is put in place to test your ability to use textual evidence to 

support your claims, synthesize and cite material, as well as to analyze and evaluate multiple texts. There are two assignments to complete but 

we know that you’re up to the task! Enjoy the summer and we’ll see you soon. 

  -Your 12th Grade Honors English Teachers 
 

Assignment #1: Choose one of the following novels: 
 

o The Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman  
o Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 
o Dracula by Bram Stoker   
o The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde  

o A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess 
o Great Expectations by Charles Dickens* 
o Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte* 
o Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

 

*Copies of the noted texts are available at the high school for lending upon request or you may also borrow a book from the local library.  You 
are not required to purchase the book, but you may do so if you wish. 

Directions:  Identify four quotes that exemplify the themes of both POWER and HONOR (OR THE LACK OF EITHER).  Explicate the context of your 
quotation as well as justify why you believe it is an exemplary representation. Think about what the author is explicitly stating as well as what’s 
being inferred in your chosen quotes.  Be sure to cite the page number in with the quote.  Remember; a theme is the main idea or an underlying 
meaning that may be stated directly or indirectly within a literary work. 

Standards addressed: CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences and conclusions based 
on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs. CC.1.3.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more themes or central ideas 
of a text, including the development and interaction of the themes; provide an objective summary of the text. 

THEME (Power or Honor) QUOTE (in MLA format) QUOTE CONTEXT/IMPORTANCE 
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On a separate piece of paper, type or write ONE to TWO concise paragraphs on the following: 

Based upon your reading and your chosen quotations, what is your understanding of how Power and Honor work as themes within 

your chosen text.  Are they mutually exclusive (unable to exist at the same time)?  How do they operate “in the real world” (cite at least one 

example). 



Assignment #2: GRENDEL and article comparison 
 

Directions:  John Gardner’s Grendel utilizes the 12 zodiac signs (one per chapter) to mirror the monster’s growth/setbacks, and overall behavior. 

Fill out the following chart using both the book Grendel and the article “The Twelve Traps in John Gardner’s Grendel´ in conjunction with the 

descriptions of the different signs.  Show how/where the signs seem to signal some kind of change in behavior or thought within Grendel.  

Choose 4 zodiac signs to complete. You do not have to do them all. 

Standards being addressed: CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific individuals over the course of the 

text. CC.1.2.11–12.L Read and comprehend literary nonfiction and informational text on grade level, reading independently and proficiently 

Astrological Sign Descriptions Connections from Grendel Article (12 Traps) Textual Evidence from Grendel 
Chapter 1- Aries the Ram. Aries is energetic, 

innovative, original, pioneering, assertive, 

quick-tempered, strong drive, leader, 

ambitious, extroverted, sometimes aggressive, 

competitive, enthusiastic, self-reliant, and self-

assured. 

  

 

 
 

 

Chapter 2- Taurus the Bull. Taurus is 

determined, efficient, stubborn, cautious, 

placid, persistent, enduring, introverted, 

conservative, conventional, materialistic, 

security conscious, stable, industrious, 

dependable, and one generally having 

significant financial ability. 

 

  

Chapter 3- Gemini the Twins. Gemini is 

flexible, versatile, restless, a jack-of-all-trades, 

lively, alert, quick-witted, literary, 

communicative, a good conversationalist, 

changeable, sociable, logical, ingenious, agile, 

dexterous, intellectual, and mentally ambitious. 

 
 
 

  
 
 



Astrological Sign Descriptions Connections from Grendel Article (12 Traps) Textual Evidence from Grendel 

Chapter 4- Cancer the Crab. Cancer is 

introverted, reserved, emotional, sensitive, 

moody, sympathetic, security-conscious, 

prudent, retentive, domestic, maternal, 

protective, quiet, calm, imaginative, 

conscientious, and quite the traditionalist. 

 

  

Chapter 5- Leo the Lion. Leo is ambitious, a 

lover of limelight, speculative, extroverted, 

optimistic, honorable, dignified, confident, 

proud, exuberant, sunny, flamboyant, 

charismatic, dramatic, competitive, a leader 

and an organizer. 

 

  

Chapter 6- Virgo the Virgin. Virgo is 

practical, responsible, sensible, logical, 

analytical, highly discriminating, a careful 

planner, precise and punctual, dedicated, 

perfectionist, critical, health conscious, and 

somewhat introverted. 

 

  

Chapter 7- Libra the Scales. Libra is 

idealistic, a peacemaker, diplomatic, refined, 

poised, gracious, kind, courteous, fair-minded, 

sociable, charming, artistically creative, 

affable, cooperative, extroverted, and usually 

somewhat indecisive. 

 

  

Chapter 8- Scorpio the Scorpion. Scorpio is 

intense, determined, powerful, strong-willed, 

forceful, bold, courageous, enduring, 

competitive, resourceful, researcher, an 

investigator, secretive, mysterious, penetrating, 

psychic, self-reliant, and somewhat closed off. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Astrological Sign Descriptions Connections from Grendel Article (12 Traps) Textual Evidence from Grendel 
Chapter 9- Sagittarius the 

Archer. Sagittarius is idealistic, optimistic, 

freedom-loving, casual, friendly, buoyant, 

gregarious, enthusiastic, philosophical, 

studious, farseeing, direct, outspoken, honest, 

loyal, restless, and loves travel. 

 

  

Chapter 10- Capricorn the Goat. Capricorn 

is ambitious (power, position, money), 

organizational, self-disciplined, rigid, thrifty, 

prudent, security-conscious, conservative, 

responsible, practical, persistent, political, 

business oriented, methodical. 

 

  

Chapter 11- Aquarius the Water-

bearer. Aquarius is individualistic, 

unconventional, progressive, unique, 

independent, humanitarian, altruistic, 

visionary, perceptive, intellectual, logical, 

ingenious, inventive, unpredictable, detached, 

friendly, and spiritual, and reclusive. 

 

  

Chapter 12-Pisces the Fish. Pisces is 

receptive, supersensitive, impressionable, 

peace-loving, serious, sympathetic, charitable, 

compassionate, artistic, creative, dreamer, 

dedicated, imaginative, psychic, shy, 

introverted, 

 

  

 

 

On a separate piece of paper, type or write ONE to TWO concise paragraphs on the following: 
 
Final evaluation:  How does Gardner’s utilization of the zodiac signs in Grendel mirror the monster’s behavior throughout the book?  Ultimately, 
why are the zodiac signs a good pairing with Grendel? What is learned or gained by this pairing? OR WHY DO YOU FEEL THE CONTRARY (that it 
doesn’t work, or doesn’t make sense).  Include a citation to support your explication. 

 


