
 

 

Honors English 12 Summer Reading Assignments 
Personal Choice Assignment 

Dear 12th Grade Students,  

Since good readers make good writers and good readers make good thinkers, each 12th grade Honors student is 

required to complete a reading and writing assignment in preparation for the fall semester. This assignment is put 

in place to test your ability to use textual evidence to support your claims, synthesize and cite material, as well as 

to analyze and evaluate a text.  We know that you’re up to the task! Enjoy the summer and we’ll see you soon. 

  -Your 12th Grade Honors English Teachers 
 

STEP 1: Choose one of the following novels to explore:

o The Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman  
o Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 
o Dracula by Bram Stoker**   
o The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde**  

 

o Great Expectations by Charles Dickens*/** 
o Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte* 
o Brave New World Brave New World by Aldous 

Huxley 

**Copies of these noted texts are available for free downloading and reading online at www.gutenburg.org 
*Copies of the noted texts are available at the high school for lending upon request or you may also borrow a book 
from the local library.  You are not required to purchase the book, but you may do so if you wish. 

STEP 2: Determine the character analogy 
 
In order to understand the power of figurative language and the depth of character, you will illustrate the single most 
important characteristic of a character from the novel you selected. To do this, you will craft a character analogy. We 
have provided some guidelines of thought below.  
 

To craft a character analogy: 
1) Select any character from the novel and choose a single adjective that fits the dominate trait of that character. 
2) Explain what you mean by the adjective and how it helps to develop the plot or theme of the novel.   
3) Create an analogy which represents that trait. 
4) Combine the analogy and the adjective to form a statement. 
5) Add a clarifying statement to showcase the unique characterization. 

An example: 
1) Katniss Everdeen (hero of The Hunger Games) – brazen 
2) Brazen means brave, but it can also mean bold and/or stubborn in a way that gets the character in trouble. 
3) Like a peacock strutting with feathers open to draw attention. 
4) Like a peacock strutting with feathers open to draw attention Katniss is a brazen creature. 
5) Katniss Everdeen is a peacock strutting with feathers open to draw attention from all perceived threats while 

missing the chance for allies due to this choice.  
 

***Remember, your subject will be a character from your novel. You will need to support your adjective and analogy with two 
pieces of evidence from the text.  The more unusual your comparison, the more impressed we will be (so long as your reasons are 
logical). Avoid mere plot summary and trite, over-done ideas.  

 

Standards addressed: CC.1.3.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences and 
conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs. CC.1.3.11–12.C Analyze the impact of the author’s choices 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama. 

 



 

 STEP 3: Compose your essay 
 
Employing your final character analogy (Step 5 above) as your thesis, you will compose a 2-3 page character exploration 
and a minimum of two examples of textual evidence. You should employ high academic writing standards and MLA 
formatting. We have provided some general reminders below. 
 

 Have an introduction paragraph where your thesis is the last sentence, and must describe how this trait 
impacts the plot/theme. 

 Each body paragraph should have a solid topic sentence and employ textual evidence.  
o Minimum of one but no more than three quotes per body paragraph. 
o Proper internal MLA citations required. 

 Body paragraphs should focus and explain the significance of each moment of textual evidence and reinforce 
the thesis.  Consider how the character’s traits impact the novel over time. 

 Have a conclusion paragraph that resolves the thesis. 

 Include a work cited page. 

 Formatting: double-spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman, MLA heading and running header 
 

STEP 4: Submit your essay 
 
You will submit a hardcopy of your paper on the second day of school. 
 
You will later submit your paper electronically to TurnItIn.com. Your teacher will provide the class code and password 
during the first week. Your electronic submission paper will be determined by your instructor.  
 
 

 


