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Summer Reading 2019:   HONORS ENGLISH 9  

 

** Both assignments [Part I & II] are due on the 2nd day of 9th grade **  

** TYPE BOTH ASSIGNMENTS **  

 

 

For questions about the Honors English Summer Reading assignment, please email Ms. Quinby at jquin@spring-ford.net. Please allow a few days for 

a response if emailing over the summer. 

 

 

AUTHENTICITY: Academic integrity is something that we, as teachers, take very seriously. One’s personal integrity is reflected in their academic 

integrity, that is, according to Merriam-Webster, integrity is defined as “the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles; moral 

uprightness.” Each student is expected to provide responses that are original, meaning your own thoughts and writing are not copied from websites or 

from a peer. This constitutes plagiarism, and your grade will be seriously reduced according to Spring-Ford’s School Board Policy 243-Plagiarism. 

 

PART I PERSONAL REFLECTION: WHAT’S YOUR STORY? 

 

1. Read the following articles to gain background concerning different perspectives on the purpose of reading. 

A. Read the following article, which appeared in The New York Times in June 2013. 
 

http://ideas.time.com/2013/06/03/why-we-should-read-literature/ 

 

B. Read this following article, which appeared in The Atlantic in June 2013.   
 

https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/06/how-reading-makes-us-more-human/277079/ 

 

2. Write a personal narrative that reflects in-depth on your reading experience and transformation.  Consider the following questions: Why do I 

read? What has reading done for me since I have begun reading? Write an in-depth personal narrative describing your reading experience 

and transformation. *Remember to focus on the act of reading, not writing. 

 

A. Within your response, extract a line, sentence, or idea/concept from the article and respond to it.  Some questions to contemplate 

as you develop the response to the direct quote:  How has your relationship with reading allowed for this concept?  How were you 

http://ideas.time.com/2013/06/03/why-we-should-read-literature/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/06/how-reading-makes-us-more-human/277079/
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afforded opportunities to foster this?  Explain why you agree or disagree with this idea.  How does it resonate in your life?  Explain 

how your experiences have been similar or different from the description in the readings.   

B. The focus of this narrative should not be on a school assignment or mandated readings. Instead consider the pleasure derived from 

reading, beginning in your childhood through today. 

C. You may choose to utilize the first person or third person point of view for this writing, but please be consistent with whichever point 

of view you choose. Please be cognizant of the amount of times you use your name or “I,” as repetitive use tends to be redundant.    

D. Consult the following rubric for how your response will be assessed.   

E. Requirements: 

1) 1000-1500 words in length 

2) Typed with Times New Roman font 

3) 1 inch margins 

4) Double spaced 
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PART I PERSONAL REFLECTION:  WHAT’S YOUR STORY?  
 

 

 

 

 

  

PA Core Reading Standard (INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS)  

 1.2.9-10.H Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing the validity of 

reasoning and relevance of evidence. 

 

PA Core Writing Standard (NARRATIVE) 

 1.4.9-10.N Engage and orient the reader by setting out a situation, or observation establishing one or 

multiple points of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters. 

 

PA Core Writing Standard (NARRATIVE) 

 1.4.9-10.O Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, description, reflection, and pacing to develop 

experiences, events, and/or characters; use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language 

to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, settings, and/or characters. 
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Narrative Rubric: Checklist for Reading Reflection   

** Please consult these specific guidelines, in addition to the rubric which follows, for 

expectations **  
 

 

CONTENT / DEVELOPMENT / STYLE 

1) Your autobiography’s opening sentence is captivating, engaging, and grabs the audience’s attention.   

2) The text creatively engages and orients the reader by setting out a well-developed conflict, situation, or observation.  

3) The text establishes one or multiple points of view and introduces a narrator and/or complex characters. 

4) Establishes a well-developed setting, situation, and/or conflict  

5) Focuses on a clear, well defined, incident or series of related events 

6) The text uses eloquent words and phrases, showing details and rich sensory language and mood to convey a realistic picture of the experiences, events, setting, 

and/or characters. 

7) Relevant to the prompt – answers multiple questions relevant to you as a reader 

8) Uses description to develop events, situations, setting, and persona 

9) Shows events rather than just tells about them   (Show, don’t Tell) 

10) Provides details – do not make generalizations! 

11) Capture stories and vignettes (pictures) from childhood 

12) Establishes and maintains a tone and point of view 

13) The text demonstrates sophisticated narrative techniques such as engaging dialogue, artistic pacing, vivid description, and complex reflection to develop 

experiences, events, and/or characters. 

[what NOT to do]:   

o Provide limited and vague ideas that need further development and a more specific focus 

o Drift off the topics at times throughout the paper 

o Provide a confusing development of ideas  

o Demonstrate a limited understanding of audience and purpose 

o Write about topics other than reading 
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ORGANIZATION 

1) Uses a logical and effective pattern of organization, such as chronological order, flashback, or in medias res (Organization) 

2) The text creates a seamless progression of experiences or events using multiple techniques—such as chronology, flashback, foreshadowing, suspense, etc.—to 

sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole. 

3) Uses transitional words and phrases to maintain coherence and establish sequence within and between paragraphs. (Flows, not Choppy) 

4) Includes sentences with a variety of structures  (No redundancy or repetition) 

5) Appropriately breaks down narrative into smaller units (paragraphs) as opposed to writing one massive paragraph 

 

DEDUCTIONS will occur for:   

1) Errors in grammar and usage 

2) Errors in spelling, capitalization, and punctuation 

3) Numbers under 100 need to be spelled out (written out) 

4) Novel and series titles need to be Italicized [do NOT put them in quotation marks or underline] 

5) Errors in sentence completion and formation  (do not have phrases or fragments)  

6) Length should be between 1,000 – 1,500 words  

7) Adherence to MLA formatting =  Needs to be Double spaced, Times New Roman size 12 font, one inch (1”) margins on all sides 

8) Creative Title is present and centered   

9) NO additional spacing between paragraphs & between title and first paragraph  

10) Your narrative essay is stapled together prior to entering the classroom  -  it’s all about accountability & responsibility 
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Narrative Rubric  

 

Description 
 

5 Advanced (X 8) 
 

4 Proficient (X 8) 
 

3 Basic (x 8) 
2 or Less 

Below Basic (x 8) 

Development: 
The text sets up a story by 

introducing the 

event/conflict, characters, 

and setting. 

The text creatively engages the 

reader by setting out a well-

developed conflict, situation, or 

observation. The text establishes one 

or multiple points of view and 

introduces a narrator and/or complex 

characters. 

The text engages and orients the 

reader by setting out a conflict, 

situation, or observation. It 

establishes one or multiple points 

of view and introduces a narrator 

and/or developed  

characters. 

The text provides a setting with a 

vague conflict, situation, or 

observation with an unclear point 

of view. It introduces a narrator 

and/ or underdeveloped 

characters. 

The text provides a setting that is 

unclear with a vague conflict, 

situation, or observation. It has an 

unclear point of view and 

underdeveloped narrator and/or 

characters. 

Narrative Techniques and 

Development: 
The story is developed using 

dialogue, pacing, 

description, reflection, and 

multiple plot lines. 

The text demonstrates sophisticated 

narrative techniques such as 

engaging dialogue, artistic pacing, 

vivid description, complex 

reflection, and multiple plot lines to 

develop experiences, events, and/or 

characters. 

The text demonstrates use of 

narrative techniques such as 

dialogue, pacing, description, 

reflection, and multiple plot 

lines to develop experiences, 

events, and/or characters. 

The text uses few narrative 

techniques such as dialogue or 

description that merely retells 

events and/or experiences. 

The text lacks narrative 

techniques and merely retells 

events and/or experiences. 

Organization and Cohesion: 

The text follows a logical 

sequence of events. 

The text creates a seamless 

progression of experiences or 

events using multiple techniques—

such as chronology, flashback, 

foreshadowing, suspense, etc.—to 

sequence events so that they build 

on one another to create a coherent 

whole. 

The text creates a logical 

progression of experiences or 

events using a variety of 

techniques—such as chronology, 

flashback, foreshadowing, suspense, 

etc.—to sequence events so that 

they build on one another to create 

a coherent whole. 

The text creates an unclear 

sequence or progression of 

experiences or events. 

The text lacks a sequence or 

progression of experiences or 

events or presents an illogical 

sequence of events. 

Style and Conventions: 

The text uses sensory language 

and details to create a vivid 

picture of the events, setting, 

and characters. 

The text uses eloquent words and 

phrases, showing details and rich 

sensory language and mood to 

convey a realistic picture of the 

experiences, events, setting, and/or 

characters. 

The text uses precise words and 

phrases, showing details and 

controlled sensory language and 

mood to convey a realistic picture 

of the experiences, events, setting, 

and/ or characters. 

The text uses a few detailed words 

and phrases and telling details to 

convey experiences, events, 

settings, and/or characters. 

The text merely tells about 

experiences, events, settings, 

and/or characters. 
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PART II:  NOVEL READING NOTES 

 

1.   Choose one of the books listed below.   

  

2.  Please use your discretion and consider your own reading ability interests when selecting a novel. You are encouraged to read summaries or 

reviews of these novels in your decision making process! 

  

3.   Complete the accompanying journal assignment after reading the novel.  There is no requirement to purchase a summer reading book; please 

consider contacting your local public library. 

  

4)   Prior to completing the journal assignment, please review the rubric, as this will be the rubric used to assess your journal once you return to 

school.   

   

BOOK OPTION AUTHOR GENRE 

Defending Jacob William Landay Thriller 

Something Wicked This Way Comes Ray Bradbury Fantasy 

The Other Wes Moore Wes Moore Autobiography 

Speak Laurie Halse Andersen Realistic Fiction 

 

PURPOSE:  The structure of this organizer is to begin students on the path of literary analysis; a journey we will continue on for the entirety of the 

school year. 

DIRECTIONS:  READING NOTES  

1. After reading your book, you will complete a total of 20 annotations.   

2. Please utilize the 4 column chart provided on the sample, which includes the page number, code abbreviation, textual evidence, and analysis  

3. Adhere to the following requirements for annotations:   
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A. Provide 8 annotations for the Literary Technique, such as imagery, motif, conflict, hyperbole, setting, metaphor, simile, protagonist, 

antagonist, foreshadowing, personification, irony, allusion. Avoid rising action, falling action, climax, or other elements relating 

exclusively to the plot or a plot summary 

B. Additionally, provide 4 annotations for each of the following elements: Character Development, Diction, and Theme.  

C. 10 of the 20 annotations must include a direct quote from the literature, set off by quotations marks with a citation from the text. You may 

include more than10 quotes but not fewer. 

1) All evidence, whether in the form of quotes or paraphrase, must be introduced.  Consider the following when introducing your 

quotations: who says it? To whom? When?  In what context?  Refer to the example notes chart as to how to do so. 

D. The annotations must be spread evenly across your book and represent the entire novel.  In other words, you may not provide annotations 

from the first 100 pages and forget the rest of the book.  Additionally, you may not provide annotations that omit sections of the book.   

 

CODES 
ABBREVIATION CONCEPT EXPLANATION of what to do in the ANALYSIS 

LT 
Literary 

Technique 

Identify an example of a literary technique, other than character development, diction, or theme (i.e.: 

simile, metaphor, hyperbole, imagery, personification, repetition, syntax, oxymoron, etc.) and 

explain how this passage represents that literary technique.  In other words, explain HOW this 

example is an example of the figurative language you say it is.  AND   b) Answer WHY the author 

utilized that technique. 

C Character 

Development 

Identify and analyze an example of character growth. How has this character developed and changed 

for the better or worse? 

 

WC Word choice 

Choose an example of the author’s words choice that reveals a deeper insight about the text.  Why 

did the author choose the word he/she did and what impact does that word choice have on the 

message of the text?  You may integrate connotative and denotative meanings   

T Theme  
What is an overall idea throughout the novel? Find an example from the text.  Themes are universal 

messages, and cannot not be presented in one word. 
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Sample Reading Notes for Lord of the Flies 

 

Page # Code State passage here. 

(direct quote or paraphrase of text) 

Analysis - How does this passage demonstrate the code with 

which it is matched? 

136  LT  When describing Jack butchering the dead pig, 

“Presently he stood up, holding the dripping sow’s head in 

his hands” (Golding 136).  

  

This example of imagery emphasizes the gore of the situation through 

language such as, “with the blood dripping from the head” as well as the 

overall savagery of the boys’ actions.  

 33 C  When describing Jack as he gains control of the large 

group meeting, 

“Jack slammed his knife into a trunk and looked round 

challengingly. The meeting settled down again” (Golding 

33).  

  

Jack is being characterized as a leader, although the source of his 

leadership seems to be fear and intimidation. 

29  WC The narrator, describing the damage the plane that the 

boys crash landed on the island in did to the jungle: 

“Below falls and cliffs there was a gash visible in the 

trees; there was the splintered trunks and then the drag, 

leaving only a fringe of palm between the scar and the 

sea” (Golding 29) 

  

The connotative meanings of the words “gash,” “splintered,” “drag,” and 

scar suggest the disturbance to the jungle was violent and destructive in 

nature. This may foreshadow the impact the boys will have on the 

otherwise peaceful, deserted island. 

184   T The thoughts of Ralph, upon the boys being saved by the 

rescue crew: 

“The breaking of the conch and the deaths of Piggy and 

Simon lays over the island like a vapor.  These painted 

savages would go further and further and further” 

(Golding 184).  

  

The theme without societal norms, man will inevitably descend into 

savagery is demonstrated in this passage because of the descriptions of 

the cruel actions the boys committed on the island and would have 

continued to commit if they were not stopped. 
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Reading Notes Chart 

Recreate this chart for the organization of your reading notes.     

Don’t forget your notes must be typed. 

 

Page 

# 

Code State passage here. 

(direct quote or paraphrase of text) 

Analysis (How does this passage demonstrate whatever code you are 

matching it with?) 
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Summer Reading Annotations:  1.3.A/1.3C/1.3F 
 

Category Advanced Satisfactory/ Proficient Developing/ Basic Needs improvement/ Below 

Basic 

Total 

Points= 

60 

Content of 
annotations and 

analysis:  

Standard 1.3A  

Determine a theme 

or central idea of a 

text and analyze its 

development over 

the course of the 

text, including how 

it is shaped and 

refined by specific 

details. 

Standard 1.3C  

Analyze how 

complex character 

develop over the 

course of a text. 

 

Standard 1.3F 

Analyze how words 

and phrases shape 

meaning and tone 

in texts. 

 Student commentary analyzes 

with mastery the writer’s use 

of imagery, language, 

universal themes, and unique 

literary devices and elements 

of the text. 

 

 Student annotations provide 

accurate, effective, and 

convincing evidence of the 

development a theme as 

revealed by the author 

through literary elements 

including characterization.   

 

 Regularly supports important 

ideas through highly accurate 

and detailed references to the 

text followed by explicit 

commentary. 

 Student commentary analyzes 

the writer’s use of imagery, 

language, universal themes, 

and unique literary devices 

and elements of the text. 

 

 Student annotations provide 

accurate and strong evidence 

of the development of a 

theme as revealed by the 

author through literary 

elements including 

characterization. 

 

 Supports important ideas and 

viewpoints through highly 

accurate and detailed 

references to the text and 

other works followed by some 

explicit commentary. 

 Student commentary 

occasionally analyzes the 
writer’s use of imagery, 
language, universal themes, 
and unique literary elements of 
the text. 

 

 Student annotations provide 

generally accurate evidence of 

the development of a theme as 

revealed through literary 

elements including 

characterization.   

 

 

 Supports ideas and viewpoints 

through somewhat accurate and 

detailed references to the 

principal text and other works 

followed by general 

commentary. 

 Student commentary does not 

analyze the writer’s use of 

imagery, language, universal 

themes, and unique literary 

aspects of the text. 

 

 

 Student annotations 

demonstrate limited or 

inaccurate analysis of a theme 

or central idea in a text 

including how it is shaped by 

literary elements including 

characterization.  

 

 Does not support ideas and 

viewpoints through textual 

references 

 

60-52 points 51-42 points 41-32 points 31 points or below  

 


