
11th Grade Summer Reading: Anecdote & Individuality 

Themes related to individuality are essential components of American Literature. For this summer 

reading assignment, students will analyze the protagonist’s journey of self-discovery and assess how it 

connects to themes of individuality.  

John Krakauer’s novel Into the Wild is a nonfiction account of protagonist Chris McCandless’ 

journey to find himself in a society that urges conformity. Krakauer explores the themes of individuality 

through anecdotes of McCandless’s life told by family members, friends, co-workers, and even writings by 

the main character himself. An anecdote is defined as a short and interesting story used to make readers 

connect to an issue or individual. To put it simply, think of anecdotes as mini-stories. 

 

GUIDING QUESTION: How does the author’s deployment of anecdotes 

about the protagonist display the theme of individuality? 
 

YOUR SUMMER TASK: Identify textual excerpts of THREE KEY MOMENTS      

   /ANECDOTES that the author utilizes to portray McCandless’s passionate search for  

   individuality. In addition to the textual evidence, students are to provide four-to-five sentences  

   of analysis (per moment) explaining how the excerpt chosen REPRESENTS THEMES  

   OF INDIVIDUALITY in its characterization of Chris.  

 

*Some copies are available from 11th grade teachers. Please see any of the 11th grade team  
(Mr. Moser, Mrs. McGuigan, Mrs. Konnick, Mrs. Herb, or Miss Sabatino) to sign out what you would like to read. 

 

Reading Standards Addressed: 

CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific 
individuals over the course of the text. 
 

Utilize this graphic organizer on the ensuing pages to complete your quote selections and analysis. You 
will transfer the material in the graphic organizer INTO A FILE TO BE SUBMITTED TO TURNITIN.COM. 
Note that excerpts must be cited in MLA format:  

 

Exemplar:  
Excerpt 1 Analysis 

“That spring, however, McCandless’s sights were 
fixed unflinchingly on Alaska. He talked about the 
trip at every opportunity. He sought out experienced 
hunters around town and asked them for tips about 
stalking game, dressing animals, curing meat. Borah 
drove him to the Kmart in Mitchell to shop for some 
last pieces of gear. By mid-April, Westerberg was 
both shorthanded and very busy, so he asked 
McCandless to postpone his departure and work a 
week or two longer. McCandless wouldn’t even 
consider it. ‘Once Alex made up his mind about 
something, there was no changing it,’ Westerberg 
laments. ‘I even offered to buy him a plane ticket to 
Fairbanks, which would have let him work an extra 
ten days and still get to Alaska by the end of April, 
but he said, ‘No, I want to hitch north. Flying would 
be cheating. It would wreck the whole trip’” 
(Krakauer 48). 

The author’s interview with McCandless’ friend 
Wayne Westerberg is a revealing anecdote of the 
protagonist’s journey for independence and 
individuality. Firstly, Westerberg describes the 
unique passion that the young man had for nature 
and his adventure in Alaska. The description of 
how he often sought tips for wilderness survival 
such as, “stalking game, dressing animals, curing 
meat” speaks to how he was single-minded in his 
unique hopes and dreams. Additionally, the fact 
that McCandless refused to accept a plane ticket 
to get his adventure started because “flying would 
be cheating” is a testament to the intense desire 
the young man possessed to do things on his own 
as well as his individuality. While many would 
welcome assistance, McCandless was intent on 
departing on this Alaskan journey on his own and 
nothing could deter him.  
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Excerpt 2 Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Excerpt 3 Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brief summary (from Amazon) of Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer: 
 
 

In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family 
hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the 
wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. His name was 
Christopher Johnson McCandless. He gave $25,000 in 
savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his 
possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and 
invented a new life for himself. Four months later, his 
decomposed body was found by a moose hunter.  How 
McCandless came to die is the unforgettable story 
of Into the Wild. 
 

Parental note: Explicit language and alcohol consumption depicted in text. 

 
 



Project Rubric 
 Advanced 

(20-19) 

Proficient 

(18-17) 

Needs Improvement 

(16-15) 

Basic 

(14-0) 

 

Content of 
response: 
ANALYSIS 
 

Student thoroughly 
analyzes how the 
author portrays Chris 
McCandless through 
anecdotal episodes, 
clearly and 
comprehensively 
connecting these 
incidents to the 
themes of 
individuality.  
 
 
  

Student analyzes 
how the author 
portrays Chris 
McCandless through 
anecdotal episodes, 
clearly connecting 
these incidents to the 
themes of 
individuality.  
 

Student somewhat 
analyzes how the 
author portrays Chris 
McCandless through 
anecdotal episodes, 
passingly connecting 
these incidents to the 
themes of 
individuality.  

Student fails to 
adequately analyze 
how the author 
portrays Chris 
McCandless through 
anecdotal episodes, 
failing to adequately 
connect these 
incidents to the 
themes of 
individuality. 
 

 

Content of 
response: 
EVIDENCE 
 

There is substantial, 
accurate, and direct 
reference to the 
text(s) using relevant 
key details, 
examples, quotes, 
facts, and/or 
definitions to 
strongly illustrate the 
advancement of 
themes of 
individuality through 
character growth.   

There is accurate, 
and direct reference 
to the text(s) using 
relevant details, 
examples, quotes, 
facts, and/or 
definitions to 
illustrate the 
advancement of 
themes of 
individuality through 
character growth.   

There is direct 
reference to the 
text(s) using details, 
examples, quotes, 
facts, and/or 
definitions to 
somewhat illustrate 
the advancement of 
themes of 
individuality through 
character growth.   

There is some 
reference to the 
text(s) using quotes 
that inadequately 
illustrate the 
advancement of 
themes of 
individuality through 
character growth.   

 

CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of 

ideas, sequence of events, or specific individuals over the course of the text. ___/40 

 
 

  


