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Troika: Canine Superhero

Word Count: 158

Dangers in Dogsledding

Living in the far northern part of Canada is not easy. The winters  
are very cold, and the rest of the year doesn’t get very warm either.  
During the middle of the winter, the sun doesn’t even rise. There  
are very few roads. During the winter they are covered with snow.  
Using a snowmobile or dogsled is one of the best ways to get from  
one place to another.

I love dogsledding. I have this amazing dog by the name of  
Troika. He is the lead dog of my dogsled team. And while Troika  
has only three legs, he is extremely strong and fast.

There are many dangers facing people who go dogsledding in the  
far north. Wild animals like moose and bears can be very dangerous.  
Bears can be especially dangerous during the spring thaw when  
they are coming out of hibernation. I think they must be very  
hungry since they haven’t eaten in a long while.
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First Plane Trip

Word Count: 179

First Plane Trip

The big day finally had come! We were taking a vacation to visit  
my family in New York. I was all smiles—until we got to the  
airport. I looked up and saw a lot of planes landing and taking off. 
They were so loud and so big. I wondered how they could stay up  
in the air. My stomach started to hurt.

In the airport, we sat in chairs and waited. Then we heard, “Flight  
175 to New York is ready to board.” We walked down a long  
tunnel to get on the plane. We found our seats and put on our seat 
belts. When everyone was on, the plane began to move. Then my 
stomach really started to hurt! “Why can’t we drive to New York?”  
I wondered.

After we took off, my stomach calmed down. The view of the land 
below was awesome! I felt as though I were looking at a giant map!

Finally we landed. My stomach wasn’t as upset as it was during 
takeoff. Somehow I knew going back home would be even better.
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Galaxy

Word Count: 131

Galaxy

What is outer space? Do you think it’s the Sun, Earth, stars, and the 
planets? You are correct. Yet they make up just one part of space. 

You may know about these things because they are part of our  
galaxy. Galaxies are large systems of stars and interstellar matter. 
Each galaxy has billions of stars. Each galaxy has a different shape. 
They may be spiral, elliptical, or irregular. Our galaxy is called the 
Milky Way. It is in the shape of a spiral.

There are other galaxies in space, too. In fact, our galaxy is part  
of a group of galaxies. This group has thirty galaxies. Many of these 
galaxies have only just been discovered. We don’t know much  
about them yet. There is a whole lot for astronomers to study!
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Hansen Observatory

Word Count: 123

Hansen Observatory

“Jump into the car, everyone,” cried Dad. 

“Where are you taking us?” inquired Brynne. “It’s practically dark 
outside.”

“Exactly,” replied Dad. “We’re headed up to the mountains. You’ll  
be amazed at what you will see.”

As Dad drove, Brynne wondered what he wanted to show them. 
Brynne spotted a large sign as her Dad turned into a driveway. It  
read, “Hansen Observatory.” Observatories were always up high in 
the mountains. The view of the sky was much clearer there. The dust 
and lights of the city were way down below. Dust and lights could 
prevent a telescope from showing objects in space clearly.

Brynne jumped out of the car. Dad was right. She was sure she was 
going to be amazed at what she would see.
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N.C. Wyeth

Word Count: 125

N.C. Wyeth

N.C. Wyeth was a painter. He is known most for his paintings of 
classic children’s stories such as Treasure Island and King Arthur.

N.C. had five children. Three of them grew up to be painters, too. 
Henriette painted pictures of people. Carolyn painted pictures of  
the land by her house. 

Andrew was often sick when he was a child. He stayed home  
from school. N.C. taught Andrew how to paint. Andrew painted 
pictures of people. He also painted pictures of places around his 
home. He is now the most famous painter in the family.

Andrew had two children. Can you guess what his son Jamie grew 
up to be? Yes, there is another painter in the Wyeth family! Jamie 
paints pictures of animals and people.
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Seeing Stars

Word Count: 110

Seeing Stars

“It’s movie time!” shouted Tom. “Race you to the van!” He picked  
up his goggles and sprinted past Anna.

Anna had no idea what Tom was talking about. She knew they were 
going to the pool. Anna climbed into the van and sat next to Tom.

“Ready for the movie?” asked Dad.

“What are you talking about?” Anna asked. “I thought we were  
going swimming.”

“Don’t you remember?” asked Tom. “It’s Flick and Float Night at the 
pool. Everyone watches a movie and floats on the water.”

Anna looked up at the night sky and chuckled. “I can’t wait to tell 
my friends that I saw stars at the movies!”
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The Penguins

Word Count: 128

The Penguins

Two weeks ago, a ship sank. It caused a huge oil spill. The oil spread 
across the water to a nearby island. Thousands of penguins lived on 
the island. The adult penguins and their babies were in danger. 

“Jane, come over here,” called Dad. I followed him over to the 
penguin pools.  

“You can work here with Dr. May,” said Dad. “You can carry  
buckets of water and clean the pools. They get oily after the 
penguins have been washed.” 

I couldn’t wait to begin. The penguins could die unless we cleaned 
the oil from their feathers. My dad said it would take us another 
three weeks to get all the oil cleaned up. I can’t wait to see all the 
penguins clean and back at their home.
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The Three Little Pigs: The Wolf’s Story

Word Count: 183

What Was Goldilocks Doing?

You have to know I was desperate. That is the first thing to know.  
I simply was not at my best. I had not eaten for days. I hadn’t slept  
a wink. I was delirious, I tell you!

I was on my way home, but it was still far away. The cold wind  
hit me from all directions. My hands and feet were frostbitten.  
This will be the end of me, poor Goldilocks, I thought.

Then I saw it. It was a small, sturdy house in the middle of the forest.  
No one was home. I was cold, hungry, and tired. What would you  
do? I slipped in.

I’ll admit, I made myself comfortable. At first, I just needed to rest.  
I sat in the best chair I could find. Then my belly growled with  
hunger. I ate the meal that was just right. Finally, I was sleepy.  
One bed looked best. It was warm and familiar. It was just like  
the bed I had at home. 

Perhaps it was wrong. Perhaps I slept too long. But I will never  
say I’m sorry!
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A Roar in the Woods

Word Count: 145

A Roar in the Woods

John stepped out of his cousin’s car and looked around. He’d never 
been out of the city. The woods around him were huge. He and his 
cousin put on their backpacks and headed up the trail.

At first, everything seemed quiet. Then John listened more closely.  
He heard sticks and leaves crunching under his hiking boots.  
He heard birds high in the trees. 

The trail turned and got steeper. John heard a new sound. Slowly,  
the sound became a loud roar. John looked and listened even  
more carefully.

At the top of the hill, John and his cousin stopped. The roar was  
so loud that they had to shout over the sound. All the noise came 
from water. The water flowed down over some rocks above them  
and dropped into a white, foamy pool below them. The cause of  
the roar was a beautiful waterfall.
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City Park, USA

Word Count: 137

City Park, USA

Girls play basketball. A dad pushes his baby in a stroller. A couple 
jogs along a trail with two dogs. These are some things you might  
see at your city park. Look around. What else do you see?

Each city park is different. Some parks have swings, slides, and 
sandboxes. Other parks have swimming pools and tennis courts. 
Some may have jogging trails or horseback riding. At some parks,  
you can even bring a tent and camp out overnight!

Some city parks are located next to rivers or lakes. At these parks,  
you might find people swimming or boating. A city park in a 
mountain area has places for people to go rock climbing or hiking.

All city parks have one thing in common, though. They are full  
of smiling faces. Maybe yours is one of them.
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Max

Word Count: 153

Eric the Bully

Eric thought he had it pretty good. He was the tallest kid in  
class. He figured that meant he could tell other people what to  
do. As far as Eric was concerned, he was the boss. If people didn’t  
listen, he would flex his muscles. Then people would give him  
what he wanted.

Everyone thought Eric was a mean bully. They decided to teach  
him a lesson. They all agreed not to give him what he wanted.

The next day, Eric was at lunch. When he looked in his bag, he  
saw that he had not brought a drink. No problem for the boss,  
right? He walked up to Kathy. 

“Give me your drink,” he said.

Kathy looked down. “No,” she said sheepishly.

Eric was surprised. He flexed his muscles. Still, Kathy would  
not give him her drink. In fact, nobody would.

Eric was angry. His bullying days had come to an end. 

13 
25 
39 
50 
53

64 
77

91 
105 
110

116

123

133 
142

153

Fluency Passage–Fiction



LEVEL

Name  

© Learning A–Z  All rights reserved. www.readinga-z.com

PP

40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150 160

 1 2 3 4 5 6

Number of Errors Accuracy (%):

Reading Rate (Words Per Minute):
TARGET

Green Spaces in City Places

Word Count: 130

Green Spaces in City Places

Cars honk. A motorcycle zips by. People scurry around town  
like busy ants. City life can get very hectic. Sometimes you need  
a place to relax. Luckily, there are plenty of green spaces in the  
city. Just head to your nearest city park with your family or  
friends. You can find lots to do.

A city park has many spots to rest, play, and learn. You can  
sit on a bench and read a book or feed the pigeons. Maybe a  
friend will meet you at the playground for some afternoon fun. 
Perhaps you can hike to a nature center or fly a kite.

All kinds of people visit city parks each day of the week.  
After all, everyone needs a bit of green space now and then.  
Don’t you?
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Landon’s Pumpkins

Word Count: 131

Lori Wants to Recycle

It was a cool spring day. The temperature in the garage was  
warm. Lori was sorting old sneakers. Her class at school was  
collecting sneakers. They were going to recycle them. Whoever  
gave the most would win a prize.

Lori had over twenty pairs. She would have had more, but her  
brothers were too stubborn to donate their shoes! Her chances  
of winning were now reduced. She had counted on her  
brothers’ old shoes! Her brothers had saved their allowances  
to buy new sneakers. Lori thought they would give her their  
old ones. 

The old shoes would be turned into a new blacktop for school.  
They could all play ball there. Lori wanted her brothers’ old  
shoes! She didn’t want them to end up in some landfill!  
What could she do?

12 
23 
32 
39

51 
61 
71 
80 
91 
93

105 
116 
127 
131

Fluency Passage–Fiction



LEVEL

Name  

© Learning A–Z  All rights reserved. www.readinga-z.com

PP

40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150 160

 1 2 3 4 5 6

Number of Errors Accuracy (%):

Reading Rate (Words Per Minute):
TARGET

Mardi Gras

Word Count: 123

Mardi Gras

Mary’s teacher told the class about the holiday called Mardi Gras.  
She said that Mardi Gras means “Fat Tuesday” in French. Many 
people dress up in costumes. There are parades.

Today the class went to see a Mardi Gras parade. People lined the 
street. There were flags on the buildings. Mary liked the bands that 
led the parade. Drums pounded in a steady beat. Horns played.  
Then the parade floats began to roll by. People threw plastic beads 
and coins from the floats. Mary slipped to the front of the crowd.

By the end of the parade, she had caught several necklaces. Her 
pockets were filled with brightly colored coins. It had been fun.  
Mary already was looking forward to next year’s parade.
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Volcanoes

Word Count: 125

Volcanoes

Volcanoes form when melted rock builds up inside the Earth. The hot 
rock fills in holes under the ground. More and more hot rock builds 
up until the volcano blows. Fire and smoke come rushing out. Hot 
rock flows down the mountain. It covers everything in its path. 

Most volcanoes in the world are near the Pacific Ocean. There are 
forty active volcanoes in Alaska. One or two of them erupt each year. 
Hawaii also has many active volcanoes. Some are under the ocean. 
Hot rock quietly flows from them.

In 1980, a big volcano in Washington blew up. Gas, smoke, and hot 
rocks filled the air. Ash filled the sky, and snow and ice melted.  
When it was over, the mountain was much smaller.

12 
25 
37 
48

60 
73 
84 
90

103 
116 
125

Fluency Passage–Nonfiction



LEVEL

Name  

© Learning A–Z  All rights reserved. www.readinga-z.com

PP

40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150 160

 1 2 3 4 5 6

Number of Errors Accuracy (%):

Reading Rate (Words Per Minute):
TARGET

Waiting to Bloom

Word Count: 156

Waiting to Bloom

In April 2003, people at the Beardsley Zoo saw a very unusual  
sight. This zoo in Connecticut is home to an eighty-year-old mother  
of pups. An animal, you ask? No, not at all. It’s an eighty-year-old  
plant. It makes young plants called pups.

This desert plant is called a century plant. It takes a long time  
for the plant to bloom. Most don’t take 100 years, though. The  
century plant uses all of its energy to bloom. It blooms only one  
time and then, unfortunately, it dies.

This century plant was given to the zoo in 1956. One day in  
2003, a zoo worker noticed something. A flower spike had  
started to grow from the four-foot plant. Soon, the spike grew  
an amazing twenty-five feet in the air.

In April, beautiful yellow and green flowers had bloomed, and  
the plant had lived its full life. Don’t worry, though. New pups  
are ready to take its place.
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