
WORKING TOGETHER TO UNDERSTAND 
ELA STANDARDS IN SPRING-FORD: 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt™ Journeys 2017

Welcome to Journeys 2017
With Journeys, young readers will be empowered by skill mastery; inspired by authentic, award-winning text; and 
confident that they are building the skills needed for their future. Backed by proven results, Journeys is the most widely-
used reading program in the country. Journeys is a research-based, comprehensive English Language Arts (ELA) program 
designed to provide solid instruction that is clear and focused with realistic pacing and manageable resources.

Seven Components of Journeys 2017: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt™ Research-Based Approach 
•	 Strand	1:	text - Journeys engages students with rich and varied texts. The program includes high-quality texts that are 

rich and complex, and worthy of reading and thoughtfully responding through high-quality, collaborative discussions 
and varied written responses. Different genres offer opportunities for students to build content knowledge and better 
understand genre structures.

•	 Strand	2:	technology	and	MultiMedia	learning - By using technology in and out of the classroom, teachers use a medium 
that meets the expectations and interests of 21sT century students. While studies attest to the positive impact of 
technology in the classroom, technology alone does not improve student learning. To be effective, technology must 
be used purposefully and meet specific design requirements. In Journeys, technology is used intentionally to foster 
increased learning. Multimedia presentations engage learners and enhance access to grade-level content. Easy-to-
use interfaces, customizable options, and 24/7 access all mean that users can learn how they want whenever they 
want.

•	 Strand	3:	Writing - Throughout Journeys, students have ample opportunities to write formally and informally, in 
varied contexts and for varied purposes. The program integrates literacy skills, emphasizing students’ development 
across literacy skills and communicative processes. Performance-Based Tasks in Journeys provide opportunities 
for performance to be monitored. Tools such as myWritesmart support students through every stage of the writing 
process.

•	 Strand	4:	FoundationS	oF	reading - Journeys develops students’ skills in comprehension, phonological awareness & 
phonics, fluency, and vocabulary, providing students with the building blocks for success. In Journeys, effectively 
sequenced, systematic, coordinated instruction develops students’ foundational reading skills.

•	 Strand	5:	eFFective	inStructional	approacheS - The Journeys program was designed to support students as they develop 
as readers and writers. Lessons are organized in a systematic way and suggestions are given for providing instruction 
to the whole group and small groups for working together collaboratively. Ideas are presented visually to support 
students’ connections. Throughout the program, scaffolds exist to help students solidify what they know in order to 
build on it. The types and topics of the texts—and the activities that students do around them—have all been designed 
for maximum student engagement and motivation.

•	 Strand	6:	aSSeSSMent - The Journeys program offers varied and effective assessment tools and resources to support 
teaching and learning. The program’s formative assessments and performance-based tasks provide teachers with 
regular and complete information about student learning and performance. Journeys uses technology to support 
data-driven instruction. 

•	 Strand	7:	Meeting	the	needS	oF	all	StudentS - Journeys supports teachers and meets the needs of all students by 
providing specific suggestions for differentiation and intervention, and for meeting the needs of specific populations, 
including struggling readers, advanced learners, and English learners.

http://www.hmhco.com/~/media/sites/home/education/disciplines/reading/elementary/journeys-2017/pdf/ms135432_jou17_ntl_researchbase.pdf?la=en

How Can Parents & Families Support Children?
• Continue to read with your children, fostering a lifelong love of literature 
• Communicate with your child's classroom teacher
• Utilize the online resources at home (October/November 2016)


